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vides that it shall be an offence for a
publican or any of his servants to serve
a customer with intoxicating liquor after
the ¢losing hour. But it is not an offence
so far as the man who is served is con-
corned, 1t is preposed in elubs that it
ghall not only be an offence to serve, but
the man who takes it and drinks it wil)
also commit an offence. What is fAesh for
one is fiesh for another. If a man in a
elub is liable to he fined for drinking
after hours, a man in an hotel should he
in the same position. There is one other
matter T desive to toueh upon. To the un-
sophisticated the title of the Bill would
lead one to believe that the measure was
for war time only, but if we read the Bill
through we will find that the intention is
that the measure is not to be for war time
only. Tle intention is to keep it as a
war lime measare, and if possible to con-
tinue it. Of course it is provided in the
Bill that it may be conlinued by hoth
Houses passino a resolution, If a nieee of
lagiclatici 1» going to be for emergency
pirposes it should remain as such, and
wlien the time arrives when it is ahout to
expire, and Parliament thinks that it has
done good, then the whole course ought 1o
be pone through again. The Bill should
either he re-introduced as a permanent
piece of legislation, or, if the war shonld
still be in progress, it should be re-enacted
as war legislation. I recognise that there
is more behind this proposal than we
really think, and T will at all times raise
my voice to assist the people in deeiding
maiters for themselves. I am not going
to he a party to bringing about legisla-
tion by subterfuge. My remarks clearly
indicate that T reserve to myself the right
to do what T like with the Bill in Com-
mittee.

On motion by Hon. A. J. H, Saw de-
hate adjourned.

House adjourned at 940 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read proyeis.

PAPER PRESENTED.
iy the Minister for Works: Metro-
politan Water Supply, Sewcrage, and
Drainage Aect, amendment of by-laws.
By the Minister for Mines: Harbounr
and Light Department, report for year
ended 30th June, 1915.

QUESTION—STATE SINKING
FUND.
Hon. TFRANK WILSON (without

notice) asked (he Minister for Mines:
Has his attention been drawn to a report
in this morning’s newspaper, alleged to
be a report of the proceedings at the Pre-
miers’ conferenee, and in which it is
stated that the Premier of Western Aus-
fralia, Mr. Seaddan, “explaimed to the
conference that he propesed to divert
£260,000 .a year from the sinking fund
accounl into the public works account.
Thiz amount he stated was paid annually
from the general revenne to the sinking
funel frustees, and periodiecally stock was
redeemed. Tnstead of redeeming stock
the money would be invested in short-
dated Treasury Bills.” If so, will he ex-
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plain to the House whether that is the
policy of the Government; if not will he
communicate with the Premier and have
this eonfirmed or otherwise?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES re-
- plied: T have read the report appearing
in this morning’s newspaper referred to
by the leader of the Opposition and I
have wired {he text of it to the Premier.
So far T have not received a reply. T am
inclined to think that there is some mis-
take in regard lo the informalion which
has been published, but in any case I can
assure the hon, member that the promise
given by the Minister for Lands Ilast
week with regard to the sinking fund,
ihat is, that no definite action will be
taken nntil Parliament bas had an op-
portunity of discussing the matter, will
be kept.

QUESTION—STATE TRADING CON-
CERXNS, AUDITED ACCOUNTS.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (without
notice} asked the Minister for Lands:
When may we expect the audited ae-
counts of the State enterprises? I bave
heard indirectly that the implement works
annnal accounts have already bheen and-
ited. If that is so, I do not see why 'they
should not be placed on the Table of the
House.

The Minister for Works:
not been andited.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then what
can be the reason for the delay? I notice
in several other instances that the ae-
counts have not been received hy the
Auditor General. It seems to me that
action should he taken to enforce the
presentation of these accounts for audit
at the proper time.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: May
.T be allowed to answer the question. The
implement works aceounts have not been
audited. I interviewed the Under Treas-
urer for the express purpese of having
special auditors put on so that the audit
shonld be brought about as quickly as
possible,

Hon. Frank Wilson:
canse of the delay?

They have

What is the
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The MINISTER FOR. WORKS
There is nio delay. The accountant has
just finished making np the balance sheet,
buf it appears to me that there has been
some error which requires to be investi-
aated.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: With
vegard to the trading accounts generally,
the desire was that there should not be a
repetition of the delays of last year. The
hon. member knows that in the big trad-
ing concerns that constant attention 1is
heing given io the matter by the Auditor
General throughout the year.

Hon, Frank Wilson: May I suggest
that the matter be followed up by the
Minister himself,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
is being done.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Take the briek
works' accounts; they were in two months
ago.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
There has been no trading this year;

Mr. SPEAKER:
irregnlar,

This discussion 1is
-

QUESTION—BRAN, POLLARD, AND
MAIZE TAMPORTED.

Mr., MALFE asked the Minister for
Agrienliure: 1, What quantities of bran,
pollard, and maize respectively were of-
fered at auction on the 27th and 28th
Angust? 2, What quantities were sold,
and whaf was the average price obtained
for each article? 3, What is the estimated
loss on such goods? 4, Did the Indusiries
Assistance Board refuse to quote private
firms for purchase of such goods? 5, Did
not the board recently receive an offer to
purchase such goods, substaniially above
the price realised at the aunetion? 6, Who
were the members of the board when the
goods were purchased by the Govern-
ment? 7, Was the purchase of such
goods wmade through brokers; if se,
through whom?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: The information is con-
veyed in a return which I will now pre-
sent to the House,



(28 SerrempER, 1915.}

QUESTION--ELECTORAL REFORM.

Mr. MALE (for Mr. Allen) asked the
Premier: Ts it his intention to place on
the Tabhle of the House the report dealing
with electoral reform and a copy of any
agreement enitered into hetween tbe Fed-
eral
same?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for
the Premier) replied: The report in
quesfion is not a public repoft, but con-
fidential to the Government, and the ques-
tion of laying it on the Table of the
House will receive consideration when it
has been dealt with by Cabinet.

QUESTICN—STATE TRADING CON-
CERNS, TREASURY FIGURES.

Mr, MALE (for Mr, Allen) asked the
Treasurer; In view of the published
moenthly Treasury figures not coineiding
with the list of trading concerns set forth
on pages 7 and 87 of the Estimuuies sub-
mitted to Parliament, will he instrnet the
Treasury officials to publish receipts and
expenditure items to coincide with the
trading concerns set forth in the Esti-
mates, to enable the results to he fol-
lowed?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for
the Treasurer) replied: It is the inten-
tion of the Under Treasurer te publish
the monthly expenditure figures in the
same order as they are shown on the Es-
timates, as soon as the necessary adjust-
ments can be effected.

QUESTION—QVERTIME IN GOV-
ERNMENT DEPARTMENTS.

Mr. MALE (for Mr. Allen) asked the
Premier: 1, Is he aware that in certain
Government departments some of the offi-
cers are compelled to work three hours
per night before tea money is allowed,
contrary to the Public Service Regula-
tiens? 2, Is it considered equitable to
deduet the officers’ pay for three hours on
Saturday and bring them back six hours
extra a week for nothing? 3, Is he aware
that in one branch of a department some
officers have been working overtime for

and State authovilies relative to -
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months each year for years past9 If so,
will he inform members of the reason
why?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for
the Premier) replied: 1, No. 2, An-
swered by No. 1. 3, No.

QUESTION—GRISTING AGREE-
MENT,

Mr. GEORGE asked the Premier: Has
any compensation heen paid to Messrs.
Ockerby & Co., Ltd., and the Perth Roller
Flour Mills, or either of them, in eonnec-
tion with the failure of the Government
to bring the country miilers’ wheat to
Perth for gristing purposes?

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for
the Premier) replied: No.

QUESTION—RETURNED SOLDIERS,
PREFERENCE IN GOVERN-
MENT EMPLOYMENT.

Mr, SMITH asked the Premier: Is it
the intention of the Government to in-
struet the various publie departments to
give preference to returned good con-
duct and wounded soldiers when any
vaeancies oecurd

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for
the Premier) replied: Yes
QUESTION — RAILWAY STEEL

TYRES, CONTRACT WITH

STRELITZ BROS.

Mr. SMITH asked the Premier: 1,
Is it trne that a Government contract
for railway steel tyres has recently been
placed with an American firm through
Strelitz Bros.? 2, Did the Gdvernment
aseertain if this American firm was free
from German influenced 3, Why was
not the order placed with a British
firm?% ;

The MINISTER FOR MINES (for
the Premier), replied: 1, Yes, with the
Midvale Steel Company of Philadel-
phia. Particulars appear in the Gou-
ernment Gareite of 24th September,
1915. 2, (Careful inquiries have been
made, and as far as the Government
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could learn the firm mentioned is not
nnder German influence. 3, On aecount
of the price. The price accepted was
£1,481 18s. 2d., ei.f., Fremantle, and
the lowest for British make was £1,015.

- LEAVYE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. MALE (Kimber-
ley) leave of absence for two weeks
aranted to the member for Wagzin (Mr.
S. Stubhs) on the ground of ill-health.)

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor reecived
and read notifying assent to the follow-
ing Bills:—

1, Enemy Contraefs Aunnnlment.

2, Bread Act Amendment.

3, Newecastle-Bolgart Railway RExten-
sion.

BILL — INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENT.
Message.

Message from the Governor received

and read recommending the Bill.
Third Reading.

The MINISTER TOR LANDS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson—Guildford) [4.4G]: T
move—

That the Bill he now read a third
time,

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Perth)
{4.47]: Tt is not with the idea of de-
laying the third reading that T rise to
speak, but in order fo obtain some neces-
sary information from the Minister in
charge as to the operations of the Aet.
A few davs ago T asked in conneetion
with the administration of the Act some
fuestions as to whether certain guaran-
tees had heen given to the Commonwealth
Bank bv the State Government. The
answer was that gnarantees were given
in two instanees to the amonnt of £25,000
or a total of £50.000, and alse a guarantee
was oiven to the extent of £5 10s. per ton
an ore shipped. I would like some in-
formation on the working of Part TIT.

[ASSEMBLY.)

of the Act, which permits the Minister
to mive assistance to industries other than
the agrieultural industry for which this
Act was principally intended, It is due
to the House that an explanation should
be given of these big amounts guaranteed
by the Government to the Commonwealth
Bank.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Whose amounts
arve they?

on. J..N. CONNQLLY: That is what

I would like the DMinister to tell
thet Tlouse. When we passed the
Bill last session, I and I (bink a ma-

jorily of members were of opinion that
it was not intended to assist, to the ex-
tent of these two guarantees, what I pre-
sunle is one person or one corporation.
The answers te my questions were not
quile clear, T asked the Minister for
Lands

1, Is it a fact that the (Government
have guaranteed advances made by the
Commonwealth Bank to persons or
corporations for larre snms? 2, If so,
will the Government stale the amount
and date of each guarantee? 3, Under
what authority were guarantees given?

The Minister replied—

1, Yes. 2, (a) One gunarantee of
£25,000 approved 29th Mareh, 1915,
(b) One gnarantee of £25,000 approved
4th May, 1915, (¢) Guarantee of £3
10s. per ton on ove shipped. 3, The
Tndustries Assistance Act, 1915,

T would like to know if the Government
have smaranteed an unlimited quantity of
ore at £5 10s. per ton and if the two guar-
antees have heen given to one and the
same person or corporation: if so
why were they given? In the absence of
any information to the eontrary, it is
quite apposed to the true intention of the
Act that guarantees of this kind shonld
be given. The Minister should he in a
posifion to say why they were wiven, he-
cause Part TIT. of the existing Aet gives
ihe “inister absolute econtrol in advanc-
ing and gumaranteeing money. He is not
trammelled in any way by the recommen-
dations of the hnard. nor is he hound,
ander the wording of the Aect. 1o have a
mortgage as is provided in the ease of
advances to settlers in the main portion
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of the Act. While it was foreseen that
under the .\et guarantees might be neces-
sary to others than farmers, I raised the
point as to whether that portion of the
measure was necessary in relation to
mining, and the Minister for Aines said
the only reason why this portion of
the Aect was inserted was that some
assistance might be given to mining.
| pointed out that all necessary assisiance
could be given under the Mining Develop-
ment Act, but the Minister said the ob-
jeet of this was to enable the Government
to buy fin or copper ore for shipment,
and that if was not for the purpose of
assisting gold mining.

Mr. Foley: That was only until the
Mining Development vote was cut out.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The Minister
said nothing abount it being cut out. As
he admitted, so long as money was wanted
for legilimate mining development, therce
was ample provision under the Mining
Development Act. The object of thic
Aet ns it5 juuue imphies, is to assist the
mining indostry. Tt was laid down on a
proper hasis, and any assistance neces-
sary to legilimate mining could be ren-
dered under that Act. In consequence of
the war, the question of having to huy
ore cropped up, and thal was the reason
given for inserting Tart TTI. in the In-
dusiries Assislance Aect. Now ihe Gov-
ernment are goinz much bevond that,
and, instead of assisting struggling in-
dustries, thevy are assisting in a very
doubiful way by gnaranteeing £50.000 to
one corporation, nr perhaps two. It was
never intended lhat persans in a position
te obtain an overdraft of £50,000 from a
bank should be assisted. Tf thev are in
a2 position to go to a hank and obfain
such an advance, there is no need for
such a provision in their case. Tt was
intended to assist strugeling settlers. and
small struggling industries, and not bhix
industries. IFf it is not good enough for
the Government to advance them fthe
money, it is not good enocugh to gnarantee
the money, because there is a mueh
greater risk in gnaranteeing than in ad-
vaneing this money. The Government
become second mortgagees, but the mat-
ter is out of their hands and they wonld
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wot conirol it until the first morigagee
had made some move, so that they have
uo real conirol in the maiter. Therefore,
gnarantecing the money to a third
party is mueh more risky than ad-
vancing it. I would like to know
whether this guarantee of £50,000,
together with the £5 10s. per ton for ore
shipped, are the only amounts guaranteed
under this portion of the Act. I notice
(rom questions asked in another place
that there was a matler of £4,000 granied
to the Beria Consols Mine at Laverfon.
The reason given for the advanecing of
that amount under the Indusiries Assist-
anee Act instead of under the Mining De-
velopment Act was that it was desired to
prevent the mine from closing down.
Towever, that mine was closed down in
February, and speaking from memory,
the advanee was not made unfil early in
Mareh and the bill of sale was not regis-
tered until well on towsrds the cud of
Mared, so thal reason searcely holds
eood. :

Hon. F‘mn.k Wilson: Has the mine re-
started?

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY : Yes, after it
had heen taken up by a fresh company.
Tt was reported that the new company
had hought (he mine, but, in reply
to a question asked in another place, it
was staterd that the new company bad not
Lought the mine but had only leased it.
TheGovernment were asked what security
they had, and the reply was {wo 220 h.p.
aas producer engines. The Governuent
were asked whether the plant represented
value for the money if the mine closed
down, and the reply was that the Gov-
ernment were quite satisfied. T have not
seen these gas producer plants, but T
would like to see two such plants worth
£4.000 at Taverton, irrespeclive of any-
thing else.

Mr. Folev: You can see one at Gwalia
warth ahout £30.000,

Hon. J. D. CONNXOLLY: T have nof
zeen it. If the plant ecost £4,000, that
i= as much as it did cost. In passing
this amending Bill, T wish to protest that
the Aet is being misused or used differ-
ently from what DParliament intended
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when the measure was passed. If was
most certainly not intended to advance
£4,000 to keep a mine going when the
mine had actually closed down within a
few days of the advanee heing made,

Mr, Foley: That was the Lancefield.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Yes; I think
it was then ealled the Beria Consels.
Apart from any point I bave raised s to
whether the advance was made to the
Beria Consols on a sound hasis, I con-
tend that no advance should have been
made under the Tndustries Assistance Act
for mining, such as has been made to the
Beria Consols mine. There is a special
Act for that purpose, the Mining Devel-
opment Act, wherein provision is made
for assistance being given for the devel-
opment of a mine, and under whieh it is
provided that the Minister shall take a
morlgnge over the plant so far as it is
possible to get it. This, however, is going
outside of that. The Government have
paid £4,000 to a company, and taken a
lease over certain gas producers, and I
say it is foreign altogether to the Mining
Development Act to give such assistance,
and therefore the Government had no
right to give it under the Industries As-
sistance Aet. Then we come to the ather
{wo advanees I have named, and 1 say
again suech gnarantees were never in-
tended by Parliament when the Aet was
passed. I have spoken on the third read-
ine becanse it has only come to my know-
ledge, since the second reading, that these
larze advances in the way of gurarantees
and otherwise have been made, and 1
think it is only just to the House that the
Acting Treasurer should make a state-
ment letting members know the amoumt
that has been advanced under Part IIT.
of the Aect, and what seeurity the Govern-
ment hold, and whether it is intended to
eonfinue such advanees in the future.
The two gas producer engines which I
have mentioned are a second-rate seeu-
rily,

Mr, Toley: The State Mining Engin-
eer is very careful as to such advances.

Hon. J. . CONNOLLY: The State
Mining Engineer has nothing whalever
to do with advances under the Industries

[ASSEMBLY.]

Assistance Aet. He must have been
opposed to these advances, or why were
the advances nol made under the Min-

ing  Development  Act?  Therefore,
the interjection of the member for
Leonora does not apply. Members

are enlitled to know why the gunarantees
were made under the Tndustries Assist-
ance Act amounting to £50,000 and
whether it is intended to make such ad-
vances in the future. The House is en-
litled to this information hefore we give
the Minister the power that he will pos-
sess under the Bill. I would like fo know
from the Minister if he can justify these
advances in the past and does Le intend
to make snch advanees in the future.
Whatever reason may have exisied in the
past does not cxist to-day. The season is
changed, things are more settled, although
the war is nok over, and although there
may have been justification in the past
for making these advances, there ean he
no justification in the future. I want to
know what is the policy of the Govern-
ment as to advances and gnarantees,
The MINISTER FOR TANDS (Hon
W. D. Johnson—Guildford) [5.4]: The
hon. member staried by questioning the
power of the Government to make these
guarantees and he ended by stating that
the Government had the power., When
the Industries Assistance Bill was being
discusged, the Government made it clear
that they were not introduveing the Bill
to assist one industry alone but that all
indusiries that required assistance
through the troublesome times should re-
ceive it. The hon. member was wrong
when he stated that Parliament was given
to understand, or a statement was made
that no advances would be made to min-
ing companies if the Mining Development
Act could not supply the assistanee. That
is absolutely contrary to what was stated.
It was definitely stated that the Govern-
ment would be no party to a Bill limiting
the assistance to any one industry, It
was specinlly mentioned that the mining
industry required, and would receive as-
sistance; that the timber industry was in
a precarious state—and is to-day—and
wanted assistance and wonld rveceive it,
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and (he pearling industry was specially
quoted.

Mr. Male: Was if given any assistance?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
offered assistance to the pearling indus-
try. The position is this. When applica-
tion is made for assistance to the mining
industry that application is received in
all cases by the Mines Department, It
is reported on by the State Blining En-
gineer or other officers of the depart-
ment, and, if the report is favourable, it
is submitted to the Colonial Treasurer
who makes the advance or guarantee un-
der Part 3 of the Aet. In eonnection
with the Beria Consols, that mine was
not able to continue, or made represen-
tations as to its difficulties, and asked if
the Government would make a small ad-
vance of ££,000.

Hon. J. D, Connolly: How long did
the mine continue after the assistance was
made?

The Minister for Mines: Tt has heen
going  ever The mine never
stopped.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member is quite wrong; the mine
has heen going ever since, The security
the Government has for the advance is
amply covered. There is no question
about it. 1t has been reported on by the
State Mining Engineer and the insinu-
ation by the hon. member—and we are
getting quite a number of these insinu-
ations from the other side of late—that
because the advanee was made by the In-
dusiries Assistance Board the State Min-
ing TEngineer would not recommend it
under the Mining Development Act. That
is worthy of the hon, member, but it is
quite contrary to the facts of the case.
The advance was recommended hy the
Mines Department. In eonnection with
the timber industry, the main diffieulty in
regard to that is, that they eannot get
shipping and they cannot get orders to
keep 1hem going. In the case a contract
had been obtained but there was great
diffienlty as to the shipping,

Hon. J. Mitchell: Oh.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon, member for Northam is rather Limited
in his view but we have to take a much

Citge,
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broader view than the hon. member is
capable of taking. It iz quite right that
the States and the Commonwealth have
come to the rescue of the wheat growers
as to the shipment of their wheat, but
the hon, members thinks it is a different
thing when assistance has to be rendered
to some other industry. But the Govern-
ment have a broad view and will come to
the rescue of every industry. The posi-
tion is this: that a contract was possessed
by a limber ¢company and they bad some
difficulty as to shipment. They said they
could carry on the coutract and keep
their work going if the Government
would pguarantee against the shipping
documents. There is ample security and
the Government, in order to keep the in-
dusiry going, and being satisfied that the
security was ample, agreed to guarantee
the company. In these particular cases
the banks are not prepared to advance
on the orders owing to the Adiffieully of
chippiug,

Hon. J. Mitehell: You eannot get Lhe
documents until you ship.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
advanced on the timber to he shipped. We
hold the documents and the company do
not draw the money; we draw the money,
or rather the bank draws the money and
removes us from the gnarantee, We are
anply secured by the fact that the tim-
ber is exported and the payments go into
the bank; they hold the doeuments and
the guarantee will be removed.

Hon., Frank Wilson: Has the timber
been shipped vet?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
going on.

Hon, Frank Wilson: Is the guarantee
being reduced?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Are hoth
amounts to one person or to one com-
pany?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
covering two different propositions. The
security is againgt the value of the ex
portable timber plus the security of the
assets of the company in Western Aus-
tralia.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: What is the com-
pany?
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
pot fair for me to mention the name.

Hon, J. D. Connolly: But you register
farmers’ advances.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
at the request of the other creditors be-
cause they want to know what advances
are being made. However, I do not pro-
pose to make the name known as I do not
think it is fair, but T will give the hon.
member the name and if he likes Lo make
the information public he ean wse his own
judgment.

Mr, E. B. Johoston: You make the in-
formation public when assistance is ren-
dered to farmers,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Be-
cause the farmer has other creditors who
are not being paid and they want to know
where they are before further advances
are made. There is no comparison be-
tween the two propositions,

Mr. Thomson: There is a slight differ-
ence hetween the two amounts.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And
there is a grave difference between tlie
securities. 1n some cases there is little
or no security if it had not been for the
farmer gefting a crop. Therefore, there
is a big difference in the security and
necessarily a difference in the sound fin-
ancial view.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What percentage,
do you advanee, of the £25,000 worth of
timber?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
not in a position to give the hon. member
the partienlars. I have not the details.
If the hon. member for Perth had only
shown a little fairness and raised this
question on the secorid reading, or had
given me notice of the point he was going
to raise, I eould have got the particulars.
The only knowledge I have is that gained
when the matter was submitted to Cab-
inet and investigated, It was reporled
on by the Under Treasurer and sub-
mitted to the Crown Law Department.
It was very closely investigated. There
was no douht in the minds of the Govern-
ment as to the security we hold.

Hon. Frank Wilson: We can adjourn
the debate and give you time.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member can take that responsibility
if he likes, but advances are being made
that are not legitimate until the Bill
passes and the Government will not take
the responsibility of going on like this.
We are determined to be fair to all in-
dustries,

Hon. Frank Wilson: What is
second £25000 advanced against?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I told
the hon. member I have not the details.
The advances have been made on armple
seeurity. The reason of two scparate
amounts being slated T cannot say, as 1
have no particulars here.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Is it all on timber
lo be shipped?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T am
not in a position to state the details. T
say this, that the amount advanced is
£50,000 and for some reason or other it
is cut into two. Possibly that attitude
was adopted by the Under Treasurer or
the Crown Law Depariment o give us -
greater security. I do not know why if
was done. But for the £50,000 we have
ample security. It is becanse we were
satisfied with the security that we gave
the guarantee for that amount. We did
it under the Act, and the matter is being
closely investigated by the officers who
ndvise the Government on all these sub-
jects. There is no question but that the
guarantee is amply covered by security so
far as the State funds are concerned.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
[6.16]: I mmst confess I am somewhat
surprised at the statement of the member
for Perth {Hon., J. D. Connolly) with
regard to advances under this Aet.

Mr. Munsie: You have diseovered an-
other mystery, have you?

IIon, FRANK WILSON:
makes one feel very uneasy,

Mr. Munsie: You have discovered that
an advance was not made to Millars, I
suppose, and you feel a bit hurt.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Did Mil-
lars want an advance?

Mr. Munsie: Thev asked for £75,000
reduction in railway freight last session.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: They have
never asked for an advance. The Acting

the

Yes, It



[28 SepremBER, 1913.]

Treasurer might ask them for an advance
if he is hard up. I think guarantees
given vr advances made under the Act
should be made publicly, 1 do not see
why there shonld he any seereey about the
matter.

My, Munsie: Is every advance made to
n settler Lo be advertised ?

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN: That is done
jractically. Some mine was mentioned
hy name in this connection only m the
cowrse of the present sitting. The bin-
ister, 1 think, mentioned its name. That
mine has had an advance of £4,000.

The Minister for Mines: The member
for Perth (Hon. J. D. Connolly) men-
tionetld the name first.

Tlon, ¥RANK WILSON: Why should
not the House and the public know who
is getting this advance of £50,0007 It is a
dilferent thing altogether when a privale
individual or a privale institution makes
an advance and keeps the bushess private,
bul a Government making advances from
the publie pnrse or ziviey a guarantee on
hehalt of the people of the State is an-
other matter altogether, The people have
the right to know every individual trans-
aciion, | eannot understand for a mo-
ment why such a wmatter should be kept
durk. Who are the people to whom the

"advance of £30,000 has been made? Whal
is the first £25,000 for? For timber, I
eniderstand. Qught we not to know what
quantity of timber there is? Was this
guarantee given in order that the timber
might be producerd, or was the timber
produced before the guarantee had been
viven?  What is the second guarantee? 1
understand it is for the benefit of the
same people. Whal security is there for
it? TIs it ‘against plant or against fur-
ther material? The House is entitled to
know,

The Minister for Lands: T told you dis-
tinctly that it is against both. There is
no use in misrepresenting. 1 told you it
was azainst timber for export and against
the Weslern Australian possessions of
the firm,

Ilon, FRANIK WILSON: The Mnis-
ter did not make that elear. I understand
that the” Government have £25,000 worth
of iimber produced as a guarantee for
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the first £23,000. Is the timber there on
the ground?

Hon, R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) :  Yes, of course it is,

iion., FRANK WILSON: I do not be-
lieve 1he Honorary Minister knows any-
thing aboul it. It would be betier for
him te keep quiet and allow the aeting
Treastirer to answer the question. I con-
sider that the practice now proposed is
a  very dangerous one. These things
ought te be done in daylight, publicly.
I'euple who want an advance or a guar-
antee of this sort from the Government
oughi to ask for it in publie, so that
everyhody may know who is gelting the
adlvance or guarantee. And especially
ought members of this House to know.
The Minister first said that the advance
had been made against shipping docn-
ments, The member for Northam (Hon.
J. Mitelell) interjected that shipping
documents eannot be obfained until the
limhar iz gotuaily on board the vessel,
whieh is quite true. So that practieally
this i5 an open guarantee to a bank
against timber which may or may not be
shipped,  The House, I consider, is en-
titledd to be taken into the full eonfidence
nof the Government on this subjeet.
Whilst T recognise that the Minister has
some ground for complaint on the seore
that he was not informed of this at the
second reading so lhat he might gather
the information, vet I cerlainly deprecate
any vefusal on his part to take the House
eutirelv inlo his confidence, I go fur-
ther and say that, whilst Parliament gave
very extensive powers for the purpose of
assisting indusiries generally, it was never
for a moment c¢ontemplaled that powers
under special legislation shounld be used
when there were other powers already
exisfing. In my opinion, the member for
Perih (Hon. J. D, Connolly) is perfectly
righl as to that, TIf there is power under
e Mings Development Act to assist a
mine needing assistance, then the powers
of the measure we are now discussing
aroht not tn be used.

The Minister for Lands: It was dis-
tinetly stated when this measure was
nnder diseussion that it had to apply to
all induslries or none al all.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: Probably.
but I am pubting it now as a principle
that this measure should not be used
when power exists apart from it,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I find that
the hon. member is speaking when he has
no right to speak, but it is owing to no
fault of his. The fault is mine. The
Minisler has replied on the motion and
thereby has concluded the debate,

IHon. FRANK WILSON: He was not
renlying, T think.

ifr. SPEARER: The mover of a mo-
tion closes the disecussion by replying.
The Minister moved a motion and then
rephed.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: I think there
iz no Standing Order to that effect?

The Minister for Lands: I am not in
a position to give this information. Nor
do-T intend to give it withoul consulting
the papers and the people concerned.
But 1 can assure hon. members that the
information will be given. I detest these
accnsabions of secrecy and all these
heastly insinuations.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I have found
that the House is doing something irre-
wular owing to an oversight on my part.
Therefore, the best thing I can do, under
the circumslances, is to bring the dis-
cussion within proper form. In doing
so, I must put the question for the third
reading.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, Mr.
Speaker, but I think you will bear me out
when [ remind you that, although we have
in this House o custom that when a Min-
ister replies the discussion closes, yef il
is not one of our Standing Orders. More-
over, this is an exceptional case. The
Minister formally moved the third read-
ing of the Bill. An hon, member raised
a guestion of which we knew nothing at
all. The Minister yose to explain so far
as he was able to do so. Surely that
ought not to close the discussion.

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 am afraid it does
close the diseussion. [ am afraid my
hands are tied by the rules of the House.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Have we
such a rule?

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no question
of that.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Lands: We can sup-
ply the information in another place,

Hon. J. D. Connolly: You might sap-
ply it in speaking on the Estimates,

The Minister for Lands: We can sup-
ply it in another place.

Hon. J. D. Connolly : Why not supply
it here on the Estimates?

The Minister for Lands: We can do
whichever is preferred,

Ton, FRANK WILSON: I think the
information ought fo be given.

Mr. SPEAKER: T have been exercised
in my mind as to whether the diseussion
was relevant, There is a doubt as to
whether the details of a transaction ecan
he so fully discussed on the third read-
ing as Lhey have been discussed this after-
noon, I refrained from interposing be-
cause I was doubtful in my own mind
whether I should be within my rights in
doing so. If, however, this matter will
come forward on the Estimates, then I
should say the Estimates afford the proper
opportunity for such a diseussion. I
must put the motion for the third read-
ing.

Question put and passed.

RBill read a third time and transmitted
lo the Council.

BILL, — MARRTAGE ACT AMEND-
MENT.
Read a (hird time and transmitted to
the Couneil.

RILI: — VERMIN BOARDS ACT
AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

{Debate resumed from the 22nd Sep-
tember, ]

Hon. J, MITCHELL (Northam)
[5.26]: T do not intend to take np muech
time on this measnre. In moving the
second reading, the Minister told us that
the principal Aect is faulty and needs te
be rectified, in order that the Government
may compel pastoral lessees to pay the
rates due by them. I think, bowever, the
Minister will find that the fault is-not in
the Act. The last time a Bill for the same



(28 SerrEMBER, 1915.]

purpose was before the House, he told
us that the Crown Law Department did
not agree with a cerfain decision of the
Resident Magistrate at Carnarven. It is
neeessary, however, that the Act should
be made quite clear, We are now in-
formed by the Minisler (hat there are
considerable arrears of rates, that 11 of
the squatters within the area affected
bave paid their rates, and that 25 olhers
have defaulted. We know that these
squatlers have had had seasons for two or
three years past, and 1 daresay that some
of them have defaulted lhrough no fault
of their own. T entirely agree with the
contenlion that no squatter should pay
more than his fair share of the raies. T
do not know whether the Minister intends
to have the rate levied on each hundred
aeres within the area in ovder to provide
suffieient funds 1o cover interest, sinking
fund. and upkeep of the fence. If that
is the intention, then I think no one will
have a right to protest. I doubl whether
the Minister will take that course if he
gets the oppstiuuily. Some of the
squatters who have poid, have paid more
than once, I understand.

Mr. Gilehrist: They have paid regu-
larly.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: When the Min-
ister proceeds to put the amended mea-
sure into operation for the purpose of
collecling from the people concerned the
amount which is due to the Government,
i hope he will sge that no injustiece is
done. Where o pastoralist is unable tfo
pay beeanse of reeent untorfunate sea-
song, he should receive consideration, just
as the timber eompany mentioned this
afterncon has received consideration and
just as the farmer has received consid-
eration. Tn a matter of this kind we
anust recognise that our duty is fo en-
courage production all along the line.
whether it be production by the pas-
toralist, or hy the farmer, or by the gold
miner, or by anyone else. We have o
remember also that a number of men in
the Gascoyne district are in a compara-
tively small way and have starled eom-
paratively recently, I am quite sure
members have no wish that injustice
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should be done to anybody. The interest
and sinking fund should be paid. There
is some doubt, however, a» tvo wheiher
the fence should be kept in order. T am
of opinion that it should be maintained.
The Government lent this mouey for the
purpose of protecting that aren of coun-
try. We were not looking for un invest-
ment for £66,000, but we were looking
for the protection of the area and for
inferest and sinking fund on the sum
expeniled. The member for Canning
(' r. Robinson) cvidently had it in mind
that the previous Government had forced
this fence on the squatters and fixed the
oundaries regardless of the views of
those squatters. That is not the position
at all.  The pastoralists of that district
were afraid that the rabbits would he-
come tronblesome, and they approached
Ihe Government, and finally the original’
Aet was passed. It was drafted on the
lines of the South Australian Aet, which
has worked very well. The Gnvernment
Md wot ereet the fenee at all. At the
request of the leascholders we advanced
the money for the erection of the fence.
and it was constrneted under their super-
vision and in a manner they approved of.
Tf they had desired a larger area fo be
fenced, they would have seen to it.  The
chances of suceess agninst the pest are
very much greater where the area fenced
is small. This area was according to the
wishes of the representatives of the
squatters in that distric. There can be
no auestion ahout that. The member for
Canning said also that it was eosting
£10 a mile to maintain ihis fence, as
arainst 30s. on the fence maintained by
the Government. There agnin I think
the hon. member was at fault.

Hon. Frank Wilson: He exaggerated
somewhat.

Hon. J. MITCHELI:: Yes. In the one
case £10 is altogether too high; probably
the amount necessary is about £4. and
probably alzo that is about the sum re-
presented in the mainienance of the Gov-
ernment fences. Again, the hon. member.
said the tax imposed is 2s. in the pound.
T would like to corrcct him there. We
imposed a tax not exceeding 2s. per 100
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acres, which 18 a very different thing. I
am sorry it should go out that we sig-
gested a {ax of 2s. in the pound to pay
interest and sinking fund and mainten-
ance. 1t is true that the leases fall due
in 1928,  Affer that fime, whatever re-
mains vnpaid of this advance will be a
. charge against the land. Up lo 1928
they merely pay their share of the inter-
est and sinking fund, but after that time
if the fenee has not been paid for, il will
remain a charge against the incoming
lessees.  The hon. member rightly said
that if the Governmenti would give some
indicaiion of whuat they intend io do with
regard to the leases it would be helpful.
1t is impossible for anyone to develop a
pastoral lease in Lhe twelve years remain-
ing hetween now and 1928, and where
lhere is land to lease the Governmenl
would do well to so ameml the Act that
they can grant a lense for 28 vears.
This wonld be wise in the interests of
the State generally, and particularly in
the interests of the taxpayer, who has to
foot the interest and sinking fund bill
on this £66,000. The hon. member said
that if the Government wounld indicate
their intention with regard to the renewal
of the leases the lessees might he indnced
to do semething. I have the utmost sym-
pathy with those who are strnggling to
develop their holdings up there, and if
the Government could devise some method
by which the leases can be renewed they
wonld be doing good work. Just now e
want to do all we can to foster pro-
duetion, which ean only follow on a con-
siderable expenditure on water supply
and the provisien of necessary facililies.
The Minister must have power to get the
interest and sinking fund on this ad-
vance, and T hope he will be able to ar-
range for the fence being kept in order.
If it can be shown that there is no longer
any danger of an invasion by rabbits, a
different sitnation is set up, but so far I
have heard no argument in favour of the
abandonment of the fenee. Until it can
be shown that the fenee onght to be aban-
doned, it is the duty of the House to see
that the fenee is maintained.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson—Guildford—in reply)

[ASSEMBLY.]

[5.37]: A lot of statements not alte-
gether justified have been made in regard
to the fence. ™The position as we have
it to-day is that a sum of money has been
advanced by the Government. It was ad-
vanced to 2 board representative of a
certain seclion of pastoralists. They ook
the amount and promised to repay it.
They failed in some of their payments,
and we lold lhem that we were going to
call upon them to carry out the terms of
their eonlract. Then the Crown Law said
that there was a defeet in eonneetion with
the Order-in-Council declaring the dis-
triet. Therenpon we come to Parliament
and ask that it be put vight. We want
lo get that put right first, 1 will not
agree to allow pastoralists whe are in
arrears with their rates to dictate terms as
to the future. We have first to fix up the
prast. I repeat that I am prepared at any
time to discuss the fulure, but 1 am not
roing to allow the past to influence e,
or, in other words, a diffieulty in the col-
lecling of vates fo he used as a means
of compelling me on behalf of the Gov-
ernment, to give them special terms. We
desire to legalise the rates struck in the
past and make arrangements for (hewr
collection, and, in fairness to the pastor-
alists, we want to see whefher we can
make it better in the future. T think a
more equilahle form of vating could he
devised. 1 am prepared to discuss that,
and if the pastoralists agree we ean con-
sult Parliament in regard to it. Buat 1
am not, going into the fulure at all just
now. T want this labilily recognised.
The hon. memher who represents the dis-
trict states that they have no desire to
repudiate. Tf that is so, let ns pass the
Bill, get it into form, and then T will be
prepared to meet them in the most reason-
shle way, and see if T can assist to lighlen
the burden in regard to future operations
in respect to the fence.

Question put and passed.
BRill read a second time.

In Commiitee.

Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill,

Clause 1-—-Short title:
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Mr, GILCHRIST: There is a printer's
error in the third line; 1905 should read
1490%.

Clause put and passed,

Clauses 2, 3—agreed to.

New Clause:

AMr. GILCHRIST: I move—

That the following be added as a new
cleuse:—*In  striking the vermin
rate imposed within the Gascoyne ver-
min district the Minister shall not have
regard to the maintenance of the [fence
as from the first day of March, 1913,
and shall only take inte consideration
the repayment of principal over a per-
iod of thirty years from the date of the
loun, and interest thereon at the rate
agreed upon?”

My purpose is to afford opportunity fo
ihe Minister to meet the pastoralists i
the request they have made from two re-
presenfalive meefings in  Carnarvon,
namely, that the fence should either he
maintained by the Governmeont or abun-
doned. We do not suggest that the Gov-
ernment should maintain the fence, leav-
ing that, of course, to fheir own jude-
ment, for we recogmise that the fence is
a purely local one, and therefore it would
come ill from us to try to force the Gov-
etnment to underfake the burden of this
expenditure. But, looking at the matter
from the point of view of the local pas-
toralists, we are perfectly justified in de-
claring that we can no longer maintain
the fence, and therefore, so far as we
are concerned, it shonld be abandoned.
It will be understood that, as the fence
is purely a loeal concern erected by the
money of the pastoralists themselves,
they have a perfeet right to abandon the
fence if they are not in a finaneial posi-
tion to undertake its further mainten-
ance. The position has heen clearly
placed in ibe resolutions which were sent
to the Minister. If the Government lent
the money to the loeal hoard in the first
place, not merely because a request was
made hy the people concerned, bhut alse
beeanse the Government felt that there
was a necessity for protecting that dis-
trict from rahhits, and the State as a
whole was to be in anv way benefited by
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the erection of the fence by the Gascoyne
pastoralists, why did not the Government
of the day shoulder some of the burden
of erection? They have rather allowed
the loeal people to take upon themselves
the whale of the burden and the cost of
this fence. We do not say that the State
15 going to be benefited hy the upkeep of
the fence, but if the State feels that the
fence could be kept up, the State should
bear some part of the cost. We ave pre-
pared to hand over the fence free of all
cost. We will pay off the whole of the
£66,000 and interest during the period of
30 years allowed by the Minister for
Lands. T am willing to expedite the
passage of the measure, and am sure
there will be no obstacle to it in another
place if the Minister will recognise the
rights of the loeal people in rezard to
their own loeal affairs, and will allow this
amendment to pass.

The MINTSTER TOR LAXDS: T
eomngt dgiee W0 any amendment of the
Bill. T am not going to allow the diffi-
culties of the past to influence the future
at all. T am prepared to discuss the
future and take a very liberal view of
the difficulties of the pastoralists pro-
vided the past is pat right. Tt is not
fair to the State and it is an act of
repudiation. I will appeal to the Cham-
ber not to consider it in the Bill. We
want to get repaid the £66,000 which was
advanced under honourable agreement.
I am not going to agree to the new
clause.

Mr. GIT.CHRIST: If my amendment
is ecarrvied, the past will be put right, be-
eause the Minister has full power to col-
lect the whole of this £66,000 and the in-
terest thereon. The only stipulation in
the elause is that the Minister shall not
take into consideration the cost of the
maintenance of the fence as from the 1st
March, and the reason T put that date
in was that the meeting was held by the
Gascoyne pastoralists in Januvary, and
the Minister had the vesolution in his
hands within the first ten days of Feb-
roary. The Minister had no right, in
view of that resclution, to go to the ex-
pense of putting the fence in order with-
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out first answering the request of the
Grascoyne people and making some de-
finite avrangement with them. By the
amendmment, the Qascoyne people will he
pro‘ected against any attempt to over-
ride their position so far as the fence is
coneerned. This fence is not a profitable
undertaking for them; and they will not
maintain it,

My, ROBINSON: The only way is
fur the Minister to have a talk with the
pastoralisis at  once.  If the Bill is
passed first, and the pastoralists are
spoken to afterwards, the Minister may
find that he wants to de something whieh
the Bill ilself hardly gives him power
to do. It is a purely business arrange-
ment, and they do not want to get out
of their liabilities. Whatever agreement
15 arrived at between them can be put
into the measnre by way of an amending
clanse. TIf the Minister does wake an
agreement for extending the time for re-
payment he will want statutory aun-
thority, and if we pass the Bill as it
stands it is possible the same thing will
happen all over again. The clause moved
by the member for Gascoyne deals with
the matter as well as it is possible to do,
bnt it still leaves open the question of
maintenance.

The Minister for Lands: Tt does not;
it transfers the cost of maintenance to
the State.

Mr. ROBINSON: Not necessarily.

The Minister for Lands: Either that,
or we pull the fence down.

Mr. ROBTNSON: The rate of 1s. per
ltundred acres will he ample to do all the
Minister wants if it is spread over a suffi-
cient term. That will be & rate whick the
poorest pastoralists should he able to
pay.

Hon. .I. Y, Connolly: Not necessarily.
Put it on the stock, and the poor person
will have a better chance.

The Minister for Lands: That is the
hest system. .

Mr. ROBINSON: That eonld not be
done under the Bill as it stands now.
That is a suggestion which adds weight
to my argument that we should not settle

[ASSEMBLY.]

the matter now until the Minister has
spoken to  the pastoralists. I suggest
that the further disenssion should be ad-
journed for a week,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Hon.
members are taking up a most extraor-
dinary position. When the amount which
is justly owing to the State is paid, [ am
prepared to consider the future. To-day
they can repudiate the whole amount,
less the amount already paid. Their lia-
hility to-day is roughly £12,000, and they
can refuse to pay anything move towards
the deht of £66,000.

Mr. Rohinson: They do not say that.

The Minister for Works: Their actions
do. .

Mr. Robinson: Certain men have been
let off.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.
The Minister for Agriculture had not the
rower to dietate to the board whom they
should sue or whom they should not sue.
A man was in arrears at the time and the
board in making the representations to
the Minister pointed out the difficulty and
he ngreed to take bills to cover the lia-
bility to the State. To say that some peo-
ple had been summoned and others had
nol heen is incorrect. As a matter of
fact, the hills which were aceepted proved
te be of no value becanse they have not
heen met.

Mr. Gilehrist: The Minister pieked out
certain men who were to le given time.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
is purely the responsibility of the board.
The Minister had no connection with the
ratepayers.

The Minister for Works: Tt is a com-
mon thing for lecal authorities to pick
out these who can pay most.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
pastoralists are in arrears £12,000 and it
is suggested that we should not call upon
them to eunarantee that these arrears shall
be paid before we fix up what we are
zoing to deo for the future. I will not
agree to the proposilion. T am surprised
at the member for Canning suggesting
that hefore they validate the rates T
should diseuss with the pastoralists what
onr future policy should be,
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Mr. Reobinson: You must have some
clause in the Bill to cover the agreement
which you are going to make with them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Government can say, “We are not going
to charge up against you the improve-
ments we are guing to make to the fence”
The amendment means, if it is passed,
that it will not be a question of my nego-
tiating ivith the pastoralists at all! It
will simply be a question of wiping out
the responsibility of maintenance so far
as those pastoralisis are eoncerned, and
transferring it to the general community,
or the Government, as representing the
general community, may say they will
not maintain the fence, but will pull it
down. The amendment leaves only the
one alternative or the other. Let us vali-
date the rates for the past and the future
will take care of itself, I will give the
matter liberal consideration.

Mr. Gilchrist: This Bill refers only lo
the past.

The MINISTER FOR Tins
will validate the past. The past is not
legal.

Mr. Gilehrist: We will belp vou to do
that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
futnre is eontrolled hy the prineipal Aect.
The future is a matter for the Minister
to decide. The board goes out of exisi-
ence. It strnck a 2s. rate and it is for
the Minister to say whether that rate shall
be 1s. This Bill is puarely to validate the
past.

Mr. Gilehrist: The faet is, it clears the
way for vou to apply the old Act to the
Euture.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: The
future has been punt right already., Un-
less we get this Bil! through, we shall lose
the arrears.

Mr. Gilehrist: And the future is affected
too. If this Act is not passed the district
i< illezal.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
can put the district right by Executive
Couneil minute.

Mr., Robinson: You will have to declare
a roads hoard district.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: We
can do that., Tt is the arrears that we

Lad
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want to put right, and we cannot eollect
the arrears unless this Bill goes through.

Mr. GILCHRIST: I do not ask that
the Minister should meet us in the future
by giving us a concession, but merely
that he shounld meet vs by admitting our
right to make a decision with regard to
a loeal work. If our Carnarvon Couneil
decided to close a street and the Minister
under the Municipalities Aet had the
right to step in and prevent them closing
that street, why should not the Minister
meet the Municipal Council and disenss
the pros and cons with them? And why
should not the Municipal Couneil in the
end have its will carried out with regard
to that purely loeal undertaking? In this
ense, the Minister 15 going to ignore the
repeated requests of the local people
that that loeal undertaking should be
given up, If the Minister would only
meet us, as has been suggested by the
member for Canning, and diseuss Lhe
position, and eifect to the loeal
wishes, then we could pass the Bill and
the Minister would be able to colleet the
money which is owing. We do not desire
to repudiate one halfpenny of the debt
which is owing to the Government.
The wealthy pastoralists are even ready
lo pool the arrears of the struggling set-
tlers and pay their share of those ar-
vears. .

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon, member’s request 15 an estraordin-
ary one. Suppose such action applied to
all Tocal authorities in Western Australia,
what position would we be in? Suppose
a local authority passed a resolution de-
siring to be relieved of the pavment of
rates for a number of years——

Mr. Gilchrist: We are not proposing
anything of that sort.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member wants an extension of 30
VEeATs.

Mr. Gilehrist: Thirty vears from the
date of the last loan, whielk was obtained
fix years ago.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tt
shows clearly that. so far as the request
of the hon. member is concerned, he de-
sires that those who eome after the pres-
ent holders shall be deprived of the fenee

give
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which they will have to pay for. It is
the duty of the present ratepayers to pay
for the upkeep of the fence, as other rale-
payers do. In tegard to promissory
notes, it is a well known faet that nearly
all Tocal anthorities are in the position
that they eannot pay, and there are very
few who will take steps to bring pressure
to bear by taking people to court or issu-
ing distress warrants signed by the mayor
or the chairman of the roads board, es-
pecially if it is known that the persous
coneerned arve not in a position to pay
their rates. When there are those who
ave in a position to pay, and who will
not pay, action is taken immediately.
That shows that people are treated in
accordance with their ability to pay. I
was surprised on going through the files,
to find that the conditions were snch as
were put forward, and I could only come
to one conclusion and thal was that, il
there was a technicality by which some
people could get clear of paying their
rales, they would avail themselves of it.
It is our duty to see that the State is pro-
teeted, The money has heen raised and
expended and it wounld be wrong for Par-
Hament to step in now and say “We will
not allow you to charge more than a cer-
tnin rate so far as this work is con-
cerned,” I admit that the Gascoyne
Vermin Board has a great advantage in
that the monev has been borrowed from
the Government. If it had been borrowed
from a private person, they wonld noi
have dared to approach Parliament. As
it was borrewed from the Government,
they think ereatsr leniency should he
shown to them. The distriet has fnll
power wnder the Act fo manage ifs own
affairs and to pay its own liabilities, The
duties of the board have been taken over
by the Minister for Lands, and therefore
the same power shounld he in his hands for
the time being, so that he might admin-
ister the Act fairly,

Sitting swspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Ar. ROBINSON: T object to the state-
ment of the Minister for Works that some
squatters had taken advantage of techni-
ealities to avoid the payment of rates,
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The Minister for Works: Did not they
take it into court?

Ar. ROBINSON: During the hearing
of the case, technicalilies were raised to
lest the qguestion but, so far as charging
the settlers with refusing fo pay their
rates nnd with taking advantage of the
technicalities of the Act is eoncerned, 1
say the setllers as a whole are willing to
pay.

The Minister for Works :
Lhem,

My, ROBINSON: They have practic-
ally offered that all the debts owing by
the men who have not paid shall be pooled
and added {o the eapital sum, so that the
Government might lose nothing, and they
ask that the redistribution be spread over
a period of vears. The remarks of the
Minister reflect on men who are willing to
do a maznanimous act of that deserip-
tion, TE in isolated cases individuals have
taken advantage of the Act, do not let us
brand the pastoralists as a whole, be-
eanse they compare more than favour-
ably with any other hody of men in the
State. T have never licard of any set of
men being willing to undertake the obli-
antions of another set and defray them.
This is a most honourable thing for them
to do. T am not satisfied regarding the
leases, Tn 1928 these leases expire. If
in the meaniime every pastoralist has to
pay not only the principal and interest,
bnt also lis share towards the mainten-
ance of the fence, at the end of 13 years
the fenee will belong to the Government
and the land will belong to the Govern-
ment, and the Gavernment, owning bolh,
will he able to dictate their terms. Tha
pastoraiists paving for the maintenance
of the fence will in f£act be making a pre-
sent of it to the Government. When the
conferenee is held this point must he
taken into consideration in deeiding the
proper course to adopt.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not want any misunderstandine to arice
fromn the hon. membar's remarks. I was
referring to only some of the settlers.
There was a case in court and fechnieal
nhjectinns were raised.

Mr. Rohinson: In one case only.

Some of
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
there were bhalf a dozen cases, there was
no necessity to proeeed with any more
than one. Some of the setilers have paid,
but I helicve no person has paid since
thnt decision was given.

Mr. Gilehrist: One person has,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
nol say that all these men want to get
rid of their liability, because some were
willing to pay, even though there was a
technical error.

Mr. Robmson:
years,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.

New c¢lause put and negatived.

Schedule, Title-—agreed to.

And have paid for

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED FROM THE
COUXNCILL.
1, Grain and Foodstuff,
2, Permanent Reserve.
Without amendment,

BILL: — LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR TUANDS (Hon.
W. . Johnson—Guildford) [7.40] in
moving the second reading said: Y would
like Lo explain in meving the second read-
ing of this somewhat important measure,
that o the face of it and at the ountset,
I cansidered it was a very simple proposi-
lion, but when I actually started to take
the general principle and the details in
the shape of repricing in order to framea
Bill, T found the task was bristling with
difficulties, Tt will be remembered that
the Government announced a definite
policy of reducing the prices of first class
land that had heen alienated since 1910
to 15s. per acre, and that the term for
the pavment of the land should be ex-
tended for another ten vears, making 30
years instead of 20 years. This would
secm to be a simple matter. Apparently
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all vne had to do was to reduce the price
of lirst class land to 13s.,, and arrange
scecond-class and third-class land in pro-
Lortion, exlend the term to 30 years and
the work was done. But, after starting
and insirueting the officers to put the
poliey inio operation, the Jate Surveyor
ticneral submitted fo me varioms ques-
tions, and in dealing with those guestions
1 began to realise that the job was a much
lurger one than I bad ever expected.
Thinking in the first place that the mat-
ler was a small one and that the policy
was definite and distinet, T had a Bil
framed just on the general policy, and
that Bill was actually introduced last ses-
sion, bt affer baving its diffienlties pre-
sented to me, I realised that I could not
explain the Bill and do justice to the
situation, and convey to Parlinment and
the people the exact respomsibility that
they were (aking. In other ‘words T
ecould not explain the loss which
would acerue from a revenne noint
of wview if snch a Bill was passed.
Then again, it svas simply equiva-
lent to giving the, Minister a blank
cheque, giving him the power Lo reprice
the land, merely outlining what the maxi-
mum should be; that was a responsibility
which no Ministry or Government should
have to aecepl. On a big question of this
deseriplion, Parliament should be in-
formed exaetfly what responsibility they
are taking in regard to loss of revénue.
Therefore, this diflieulty was explained
o the ITouse and the Bill was discharged.
After the Bill was discharged, there was
a [Fair amount of eriticism and a large
amoint of misrepresentation in regard to
invself in partienlar and the Government
in general. For instance, the 1West Aus-
tralign newspaper, I think, was largely
vesponsible for a great amount of mis-
understanding owing to the misrepresen-
fation of the faels in a leading article
which appeared in its columns on the
12th May, 1915. In dealing with land
matters generally, and this Bill in par-
tieular, the article stated—

The Bill was not merely discharged.
The Minister for Lands clearly an-
nounced that he would give no guaran-
tee of its re-presenfation next session.
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Asked for a pledge that a measure of
sueh far-reaching importance toc the
agriculturist would be placed before
Parliament for this body’s ceonsidera-
tion next session, My, Johnson said, “1
cannot do that. There may even then
be difficulties in the way.”
That was a gross misrepresentation of
the faets, and the writer of ihe article
must have known it. The actual facts are
these—and members will remember the oe-
casion, and wil! agree with me that Han-
sard conveys the correct -attilude that T
adopted, and the actnal question that was
asked of me, A perusal of Hansard for
1914 will show that. The following is an
extract from paze 1914:—

The hon. member who has just
spoken (Rlr. James Gardiner) wishes
me to pledge the Government that this
Bill will be introduced early next ses-
sion.

My reply to ihat was—

I cannot do that, however. There
may cven then be many diffienlties in
the way.

In the course of my reply I went on to
slate—

As to introducing a Bill at the be-
gitning of the session, T cannot make
that promise beeanse there may be all
sorts of diffienlties in the way,

The West Australian deliberately omitted
{he words “at the beginning of the ses-
sion,” and aceused me of stating that I

would not introduee the Bill this session. -

Of course, one has to put up with mis-
representation of that deseription; but I
think it is a grave reflection on the lead-
ing paper of this State (hat it should
stoop to such tactics. The Bill was post-
poned, as T stated, in order that more
data might be collected and in order that
the Minister might be placed in a better
position to explain elearly during the
following session the effect of the Bill on
the reverme. After deciding to poestpone
the Bill T got the officers of the Lands
Department, and principally ‘the Under
Seeretary and the Surveyor (eneral, to
snggest a bhoard of three men who would
he most competent to go into the question
with a view to repricing as many of the
areas as possible before the introduction
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of the Rill. Messrs. Canning, Fox, and
Lefroy of the surveying staff were re-
commended for appontment to the board.
After the board had been appointed, we
had several conferences before we could
arrive at a basis on which they should
work, As the result of a good deal of
dizcussion il was decided that they shonld
work on a zone system. I wish to point
out that in diseussing the division of the
aren into zones I for the first time dis-
covered that ihere would come under the
Bill one or two areas in respect of which
the Government had never anticipated a
reduction of the price already fixed,
namely 15s. 1 was not prepared to take
ke responsibility of reducing that price
lo less than 15s. T vefer particularly to
the zone marked A. The land eomprised
in that zone is principally in the Guow-
angerup distriet, and there is some of it
in the Bolgart district. Having made the
discovery mentioned, 1 recommended Cah-
inet to incrense the price for zones A and
B from 15s. That recommendation was
adopted by Cabinet, and on a pernsal of
the sehedule it will be found that we re-
started that Jand at 25s. per acre, instead
of 15s. as promised to the Honse origin-
ally. T should like to go further and sav
that the land inelnded in zones A and B
was never regarded as land to he includer
in the repricing. Consequently, in sub-
mitling this proposal to the House the
Giovernment are ineluding the area which
it was anticipated would be included at
15s. downwards. As regards zones A
and R, the land in which it was not an-
ticipated would be inecluded. we are con-
sequently not going hack on ounr poliey
altogether. In order to ensure co-ordina-
fion in the reprieing, it was decided to
take the present classification. One can,
I think, say generally that the classifiea-
tion of our agricultural areas by the vari.
ous survevors have heen fairly thorough,
T do not know that I have encountered
many complaints from settlers on the
score of the classification of their hold-
ingz. Tt is generally found that the clas-
sification issmed by the Tands Depart-
ment as the result of the work of our sur-
vevors in the field is correct. Having de-
cided to adopt the classification and not
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go to the expense and trouble of reclassi-
fying, we then decided to start by making
the first consideration climatic conditions,
or in other words rainfall, The second
copsideration in fixing the price of the
land was the disiance from a railway,
and the third comsideration was the qual-
ity of the soil. This was a departure
from the uswal policy adopted by the
Lands Department, bul T claim it got
down to a praetical method and ome
which I think will he endorsed by Parlia-
ment. Next, it was decided fo divide the
south-western division and the area of
land eastward of the Midland and Great
Southern railways info &ix zones, with a
schedule of prices for each zone.  That
sehedule has been placed on the wall of
this Chamber,- but in order o have it
recorded in Hansard T will give the par-
ticulars now—
Zone A first elass land, 5 miles
" from a railway 25s, 10 miles 20s, 15
miles 165.; second class land, 5 miles
from a railway 9s., 10 miles 7s, 3d., 15
miles 6is. 9d.; third class land, 5 wmiies
from a vailway Os., 10 mules 4s, 9d., 15
miles 3s. 9d. Zone B first class land,
5 miles from a railway 20s, 10 miles
17s. Gd., 15 miles 15s.; second c¢lass
land, 53 miles from a railway 8s. 3d.,
10 miles 6s. 9d., 15 miles Gs.; third
class land, 5 wmiles from a railway bs.
3d., 10 miles 4s. Gd., 15 miles 3s. 9d.
Zone C: first class land, 5 miles from
a railway 13s., 10 miles 135 15 miles
11s.; second elass land, 5 miles from
a railway 8s., 10 miles 6s. Gd., 15 miles
Gs.; third class land, 5 miles from a
railway 5s., 10 miles 4s. 34, 15 tiles
3s. 9d. Zone D: first class land, 5
miles from a railway 13s. 6d., 10 miles
12s., 15 miles 10s.; second class land, 5
miles from a railway 7s. 9d., 10 miles
6s. 3d,, 15 miles 5s,; third class land,
5 miles from a railway 4s. 9d., 10 miles
45., 15 miles 3s. 0. Zone E: first class
land, 5 miles from a railway 12s., 10
miles 10s,, 15 miles 9s.; second eclass
land, 5 miles from a railway 7s, 10
miles 6s., 15 miles 5s.; third class land,
5 miles from a railway 4s. 6d., 10 miles
4s., 15 miles 3s. 9d. Zone F: first clags
land, five miles from a railway 1ls., 10
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miles 9s., 15 miles 7s.; second elass land,

5 miles from a railway 6s. 6d., 10 miles

5s, 9d.,, 15 miles 5s.; third class land,

5 wiles from a railway 4s. 3d., 10 miles

4s., 15 miles 3s. 9d.

It will be found in each case that the
minimum priee is 3s. 9d. per acre. That
is in accordance with the Land Act of to-
day. The zones contain an area of ap-
proximately 4,400,000 acres made up
apjproximately as follows: Zone A,
1,220,336 acres; zone B, 446,020 acres;
zone C, 1,097,968 acres; zone D, 1,124,746
acres; zone E, 440,863 acres; zone F,
66,444 acrgs. Now I come Lo the seriouns
gide of the question from the financial
jroint of view. The repricing, of course,
carries with it an extension of time for
the payment of the land rents. For in-
stance, land at 15s, or over will be paid
for in 30 years, or in 30 anausl instal-
ments. That is to say, for land at 15s.
and over, the maximum term of payment
is to be 30 years, Land at 12< wil] be
paid for in 24 yeurs, land at 11s. in 22
years, and land at 10s. or under in 20
vears. The objeet is to place everybody
as nearly as possible on the same footing
in regard to aunual payments of land
rvents. In fhis way we are putting every-
hody on Gd. per acre per annum, Hon.
members will he aware that previgus to
the inereasing of land prices about 1910,
first class land was priced at 10s. and 20
vears were allowed to pay the price.
Those people who were fortunate enough
to get the land at that time, generally se-
cured the best of the lard, because it was
in the best rainfall area, They are pay-
ing Gd. per annum, but the people who
took up inferior land at inereased prices
are paying over Bd. per acre. Under the
system proposed by this Bill everybody
will be on a payment of 6d. per acre per
annnm.

Mr, Bolton: Ewverybody?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Al
those on 15s. or under, Those, however,
who are over the 15s. will pay more than
6d. per acre per annum, but the 30 years
term will applv to them. It is estimated
that the annual loss in revenue throungh
the repricing and through the extension
of time will be approximately £30,000.
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1 want hon. members to understand that,

My, James Gardiner: Exfending over
how many yeoars?

I'he MINISTER FOR LANDS: Not
over the whole 30 years., I bave not gone
into the cquestion eclosely, but a certain
amount has been paid already, and that
amount will be credited at the end of the
term. 1 think, however, that fact was
taken into consideration in arriving at ex-
actly what would be the effect on the
annnal revenue of the Lands Department.
As T bave already stated, the loss is due
largely to {he lengthened term of pay-
ment. For instance, 6d. per acre as com-
pared with what is being paid to-day
makes a marked difference in the annual
revenue of the Lands Department. ln-
stead of ‘“What is being paid to-day,” I
should perhaps say “YWhat the settlers mre
supposed to pay.” I do not wish to con-
vey to hon. members that those land rents
are being paid. Apart from the exten-
sion of time on the areas we priced, there
will be an annual loss in respeet of areas
not. selected to-day which will be selected
in the zones, That is, of course, land in-
side the zones which bas not been classi-
fied or selected. 1 am referring prinecip-
ally to sand plain, and the class of coun-
try which has not yet been selected. We
will not get the revenue under this sys-
tem that we would have got under the old
system,. 'he payments generally in re-
card to the land selected in the fufure
will be influenced by the faet that instead
of paying a fifth in 20 years there will
have to be paid a third in 30 years, and
therefore the revenue from land selected
after the passing of the Aect will be less
than it would have been under the old
system. : )

Mr, Smith: Do you not hope for n-
creased land selection by reducing the
rents?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 do
not think so; I think it is a matter of
population. It is not a question of priee.
Tf we have not the people to go on the
land we eannot sell it. If we have a lot of
people the price of the land has not any
great effect. The trouble is, that after
they go on the land and find that il has
been over-capitalised, they ecannot farm
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properly at the price at which they
bought it. In regard to Zene A in par-
tieular, the extension of time is the only
way in which we shall lose revenue; it is
not anticipated that there will be a loss
ol revenue from the repricing of land in
that zone, At any rale it will be a very
small item compared to the loss there will
be in Zone A through the estension of
the time to 30 years. It is eslimated
that from Janwary, 1910, to 30th June,
19135, there were 7,000,000 acres of land
selected, Of that 7,000,000 acres,
2,500,000 acres embraced abandoned
holdings within and without the zoue
limits. Most of these will he dealt with
under the provisions of fthe measure
which will enable vs to reprice them as
poison lands. [n other “ords, of the
7,000,000 acres selected, roughly speak-
ing, 4,400,000 acres are inside the zone,
the remainder is made up of abandoned
holdings inside and some outside the zone
and a good deal of poisen land. Roughly
sireaking we can arrive at the ealeulation
that 2,000,000 acves or over will be
dealt with under the provisions of the
Aet which will enable 'us to reprice lhe
aveas whiely, after they have heen selected,
have heen proved to he poison lands.

Mr, K. B. Johnston: Does that land
come under the poizon eonditions if it is
within the zone.

The MINISTER WOR LAXDS: It it
does it ean be dealt with as poison land.
There are roughly speaking 2,500,000
acres of the 7,000,000 aeres which have to
be deall with prineip&ily ander the pro-
visions provided for in connection with
poison lands. The total revenue from all
sources is £300,000, and the vents within
the zones is £30,000, but then it is esti-
mated in addition to that £30,000 which
deals only with the zones that there will
be an additional £6,000 from the reprie-
ing of the :oison lands, and about £1,750
additional on the extension of the term
of the poison land: in other words to the
£30,000 we must add £7,750 for the
poison lands, and so we arrive at the es-
tunated tolal loss that will be inenrred
annually through 1the operation of this
Bill if it becomes law. The figures which
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I have given may seem somewhat Iarge,
but I want to go to the other side of the
question and 1 do not want to take these
figures too seriously. e must bear in
mind that our agriculturalists, partien-
larly from Zone C to Zone F have
tryving
number of vears. At the ontset quite a
number went on the land full of optim-
ism and took with them a fair amount of
capifal. They werc put on the land toe
far from railways, with the result that
all the capital they had taken with them
was exhansted before they were able to
farm properly. The position would have
been the same even if they had got the
land for nothing. When they were were
trying to farm under impossible condi-
tions they were also paying rents from
their own money. We must try and fix
up the position from the community
point of view by advaneing moucey to the
agriculturists from loan funds so that
they might pax thel, 1uenis and assume a
linhility in the shape of interesi instead
of placing it on the general community.
It is not a serious matter, therefore, that
we have not heen able to get any revenue
from the farmers. Then we have o hear
in mind, that while the land revenue rep-
resents a large amount, comparatively
speaking, of the revenue of the State,
even that land revenue is small compared
to what we can rveceive from land devel-
apment.  Therefore, if we veduce the
mice of land, the monev which will be
left to fhe farmers will enable them to
inerease their development, and the State
will get more ultimately than it would
have got from land rents. That point
has to be faken into econsideration. Tt
might he said it is not sound to look at
the ultimate gain if we are going to lose
immediately, hut we are not losing to-day
hecause we are not getting anything,
and if we can provide means by which
we can get it ultimately, it is sound
finanee. and it will be of oreater henefit
to the State.

Mr. Thomas: You are not going to
judge all fime by the existing state of
affajrs?

had a partienlarly time for a
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
wounld be sorry to do that., The matter
has been under review for some years.
We are dealing with land that bas been
under cultivation for four or five years,
and affer geing into the matfer very
carefully, Mr, Bath, my predecessor, fook
it into very serious consideration and ap-

pointed a board of the best officers
of the TLands Department te in-
vestigate it, and from the result
of that close investigation it was

generally admiited that the price of
land was excessive. Then, it is only fair
to also take into consideration the faet
that the hest land was selected in the
early days at 10s. Take the land around
Northam, Grass Valley, and Meckering,
it was all selecied at 10s. and possibly less
than that. The farmers in those areas
are close to the market, and it is question-
able whelher we were acting fairly in
putting men in more doubtful areas adl
calling upon them to naw in Goiue cases,
one hundrad per cent more for their land.
All this should be taken iunto considera-
tion when reviewing the matter,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Are you referring
to the report which you read last session?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
not going to say that the board recom.
mended a rednetion of price to the extent
that the Government have adoepled as
their poliey, but they undoubtedly did re-
commend that special consideration should
be exiended to those on the land.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Who had not rail-
way faeilities.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
went further than that. My statement
is correct that the Board and the Minis-
‘ter recognised that some special eonsid-
eration had to be extended to those peo-
ple. What the Board recommended
should be done 1 do not remember,

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are inferring
that the hoard eame to the conelusion
that all the prices were excessive,

The MINISTER TOR LANDS: The
hon. memhber can take that from my re-
marks but it is not what I conveyed.
Undoubtedly the board realised that an
undne burden had been placed on ths
agrienlturists by asking them to pay the
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prices which were cbarged, and I think
they recommended that for five years those
people should not pay any land rent at
ali. The fact remains, that it was ad-
mitted by everyone who went seriously
into the question, that the prices were ex-
cessive. We have alse to take into con-
sideration when we are dealing witlt the
repricing of land, that it may possibly
create a wrong impression in the minds
of those outside Western Australia it
they form the opinion that we are repric-
ing land because we have not made great
progress in regard to land settlement, and
that the result of that settletnent which
has taken place has not been satisfactory
to the State. In order to allay fears in
that direction and to prevent misrepre-
sentation in that regard, I would point
out that the progress in the 15 years dur-
ing which period land settlement in {he
State Las taken place, has been altogether
most satisfactory. The increased pro-
duction of wheat, wool, meat, and other
produce in the Sonth-Western division
is o complete justification for the amouni
of money we have expeuded and the en-
couragement we have given o the people
to settle on the land.

My, Foley: Is it an argument in favour
of the reduction of the price if the land
18 productive?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
area we are discussing does not come
under the figures of produetion which 1
am going to quote. I am speaking of
land which has been selected in the last
15 years, The land which we are reprie-
ing has only been selected during the last
five years, In 1900 the number of sheep
and other stock in the North-West por-
tion of the State was largely in excess of
the number in the South-West. To-day
we find the positions vastly altered. In
1900 there were in the South-West
690,191 sheep while in the rest of the
State there were 1,744,120, In 1914 there
were in the South-West 2,077,693 sheep
while in the rest of the Staté there were
2,377,892 sheep. In other words, from
1900 to 1914 the number of sheep in
the South-West increased from (90,191
to 2,077,693, Those figures go to show

there has heen a marked increase in the
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number of sheep carried in the South
West portion of the State, where mos
of our settlement has taken place durin;
the last 15 years,

Mr. Foley: That is not a good compari
son, because the drought in 1914 in man;
other parts of the Siale caused the shee
to die.

The MINISTER FUR LANDS: The
are average figures and I think it will b
found that they are a fair indication v
the actual progress made and of the iu
ercased production as a result of setle
ment in those areas during the Jast 1
years.

Mr. Foley: Does the Bill propose t
give relief 1o other settlers who conld ng¢
produce as many sheep in other parts o
the State

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Ne¢

Mr. Foley: Then where is the equit
of it

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS; Thes
are the provisions outlined in the Bil
I recognised that when subwmitling sue
a Bill, it would be utterly impossible &
couvey what is being done uunless we pre
sented a map and sehedule. [ have ha
Iliese placed in the Chamber so that men
bers can clearly understand the hasis o
which we are working. These will giv
them an idea of what prices will be aj
plied to the various areas marked on th
plan. I de not want to go into furthe
details becanse members ean obtain mor
information from the map and schedul
than from any further remarks which
might make.

Mr., 15, B. Johnston: Will the schedu
he incorporated in the Rill?

The MINISTER TFOR LANDS: N
There are other small matters of amen¢
ment in {he Bill which have a bearing o
land settiement and we want to get the
introdneed at the present time so tha
when ihe aceountant is orgunising h
books to make them apply to the altere
conditions, he can also rectify these othe
difficulties which liave leen facing th
depariment for n number of yeurs. The
represent liflle deficiencies in the Lan
Act and alterations which have bee
found neeessary as a result of the admi:
istration sinee the principal Aet wi:
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passed. It is propused under one clause
to amalgamate the culfivable land and
the grazing land in one lease. To-day
when any oue lakes up first class cultiv-
able land, it is ineluded in one class and
if the holding is made up of second class
or grazing land it is put inkte another
class, and we have to issue separale
leases, ove for (he land which is eultiv-
able and awnother for the land which is
grazing. This makes it very costly to the
department and causes misunderstanding
among the settlers. TUnder the Bill it is
proposed to amalgamate these and take
into consideration the value of the land
both from a eultivable point of view and

a grazing point of view. We propose,
therefore, to ask the House to permit

these two or three leases fo he amalga-
mated so {hat we can issue one lease.

Mr. Foley: You will not alter the price
as it appears on the schedule whether it
is grazing or enltivable land?®

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No,
that iz whal we propose should be ad-
opted. To arrive at what lease should he
issned, if more than half the land is cul-
tivable it will be granted under Part V.,
and if more than half of it is grazing
lapd the Jlense will be granted under
Part VI. The lease will he issued aecord-
ing to whichever has a preponderance
and the priee will be taken into consid-
eration hy amalzgamating the whole, To
arrive al the maximwm area which can
be Mawfully held—we have a limit whieh
any one settler can select—we caleulate
that five aeres of graxing land is eqnal to
two acres of enitivable land. That is the
basis on which we shall work so that we
shall know exaetly under one lease what
area any one selector ean hold.

Mr. Tolev: TWha will have the final say
in the classification hetween grazing and
enltivable land ?

The MINTSTER FOR TANDS: The
officers in the field will do it the same as
now. Then it i= propesed to repeal See-
tion 53 of the principal Act that limits
the selection o 1,000 acres by cone person
under conditional purchase conditions
within one agricultural area. There is an
anomaly in the Aet which was not noticed
at the time the measure was passed. It
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provides in ome place that one person
may select only 1,000 acres in one agri-
cultural area and in anotber part it pro-
vides that anyone may take 2,000 acres.
The department have worked under the
2,000 acres provision. We simply wish
to repeal the section which stipulates
1,000 acres as the maximum area whieh
can be selected by one person in one
agrieultural area, because a lot of people
are under the impression that they can
take only 1,000 acres, whereas under an-
other portion of the Act they may take
2,000 acres.

Hon., R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) interjected.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon, member must realise that in most of
the Eastern areas 1,000 acres is too small
an area on which to make a decent liv-
ing; I am satisfied about that. Another
provision in ibe Bill proposes to deal
with Section 137 of the Aet, which pro-
vides thal we nast pubdish haif-yearly in
the Government Gaielte the names of all
linlders of land, showing the instalments
of purchase money or rent due, and alse
pubilish half-yearly the names of lessee.
in defanlt. We propose to ask Parlia-
ment to leave that an open question. The
cast of pnblishing these particulars an-
noally is about £2,000 and it is alto-
gether unnecessary. It is true that ai
given - times it is necessary to publish
partieulars of land rents showing the
holders of land and the instalments due.
ete., but there is no need to do it half
vearly. It is costly, and in quite a num-
ber of cases the list is published and seni
out to varions portions of the State and
never opened. It is necessary under the
Act to do this and we have been incurring
this expenditure which has heen a direct
loss to the Stale, so we are asking the
House to delete that provision and leave
it to the discretion of the department to
publigh it when necessary.

Mr., Willmoit: How do you propose tn
work it if yon do not publish it?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
do propose to pudblish it but we do nol
propose to publish it half-yearly.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You could issne
supplements from time to time.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
is s0. Supplements to the original pub-
lication might be issued. To-day we
have to give the full list and it is a very
costly matter. I am assured by the de-
partment that it costs upwards of £2,000
per annum.

I'he Attorney General: It costs some-
lhing for postage alone.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: An-
other provision deals with the malter
which was introduced by the member for
Norlham to take info a speecial fund a
¢ertain amount of land revenue in order
10 recoup for the expenditure in regard
10 surveys, Up to 1808—TI think the al-
teration was made during the term Sir
Newton Moore was Minister for
Lands—

Hon. J, Mitehell: No, I made it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Sur-
veys were paid for out of revenue,
and of course when land was selected

the revenue was recouped for' the
cost of the survey plus the ‘price
of the Jand, but the Government

ot the day decided to do the survey work
out of loan funds and the eost of survey
was added to the price of the land again,
witii the result that we were expending
loan funds on survey and taking into re-
venue the result of that loan expenditure.
The hon. member decided that this was
not altogether fair and, in order that-the
Lands Department should contribuie to-
wards the loan expenditure incmrred in
connection with i{he survey of land, re-
solved to creale a special fund, That fund
was created but there was a deficieney in
the section inasmuch as it did not permit
the Government to utilise the money. I
could not be invested in any shape or
form.

Hon. J. Mitehell: You could get au-
therity by vote of Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do
not think that was the intention. The
intention was to create a fund which
could be invested, and it would go on
acecumulating, but it was not proposed
lo create the fund and to provide by vole
of Parliament that it should be expended
in a given way. The fund has been used
by successive Governments, of course, but
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there was no authority for using it and
we want to give the (overnment power
to invest it and use it in the man-
ner thought best in the general in-
teresis of the State. The only othen
provision is in regard to the sur-
veys, and the surveys of fractions of
an aere, To-day there are difficulties in
dealing with the fractions. 1t 1,000
acres is to be surveyed and. the orea
proves to be 1,00034 acres, it is neces-
sary to start over the 34 acre and make
another survey. We desire permission to
add the fractions on (o the 1,000 acres
50 a5 to avoid the necessity for extrn sui-
vevs and to avotd the extra expense.
This will appeal to hou. mewbeis as «
proposition whigh might have been given
consideration when the principal Aet was
before the House, if it had heen thought
of. T do not propose Lo go into this
matter further. I have endeavoured to
give the Chamber exaetly the basis on
which we lave worked. [ have already
conveyed an idea of the effect it will
have on the revenne of the State, and T
have tried to explain that, while the fig-
ures are large, they ave really small com-
pared with the advantage to ithe State
in the inereased devlopment which T
vonsider will fullow as 2 result of (he
new prices. The other matters are nee-
essary amendments to the Land Ael and
we want to get them throngh so that the
new conditions will apply genevally if
the Rill is passed and if we are in-
strueted to introdnce the new pricing
system outlined in the measure, I
move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
(n motion of Flon. J. Mitehell debhate
adjourned.

RILL—ROADS ACT AMENDMENT
ANTY CONTINUATION.
Couneils Amehdment.

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.
In Committee.
Mr. MeDowall in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Works in charge of the Bill.
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Add the following new clause, to stand
as  Clanse 3:—Awendment of Section
209. 1, The principal Aect is further
amended by adding a subseciion to see-
tion two hundred and nine, as follows:—
{6.) The duty of the Chairman to sign
or initial each page of the rate-book shall
be deemed to have heen performed if
cach folio thercof is signed or initinled
by him, and notwithstanding that the
gignature or initials may be set at the
fvot of the columns which are deemed not
to Le part of the rate-book. (2.) The
amendment made by this seetion shall
have effect as from the commencement of
the prineipal Aet.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amendment has heen inserfed to protect
those boards throughout the State the
chairmen of which have not signed each
page of the rate-hook. The form of the
rate-hook was set out by regulation.
On the folics there was left one place for
the chairman to sign his name, instead
of s sizming iv oo each page. This
nrocedure has been followed by a major-
ity of the roads boards. As the result of
a case whieh reeently eame before the
conrts a decision was given that each
naxe should have heen either sighed or
initinled by the chairman, That had
not heen done in the case T refer to. and
there is a possibility of the same omis-
sion ocewrring in the fotnre. The inten-
tion of the Council’s amendment is to
validate what has already taken place in
this respeet. and also to render the same
procedure legal for the future. T ex-
rlained the nosition fully a few days ago
in this Chamber. T move—

That the Coumcil’s
agreed to.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: T hope the
Committee will acree to the amendment.
whirh is ahsolntely necessary., The result
will he to save a econsiderable amount of
trouhle to the chairmen of roads hoards,
who will not in future bave to sign in so
manv places. and who will he enabled to
sign hv initials instead of the full siena-
ture.

Question put and rasced, the Conneil’s
amendment agreed to.

amendment be
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. (The Speaker resumed the Chair.)

Resolution  reported, the report
adopted, and a message accordingly re-
turied to the Couneil.

BILL—POSTPONEMENT OF DEBTS
CONTINUANCE.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson—Guildford) [8.353] in
woving the second reading said: Tt will
be remembered that during the last ses-
sion the Government introduced a Bill for
the postponement of debts, which was
pasted by Parliament. It was under-
stood then that if the neeessity arose for
putting that measure into operation it
would be done by proclamation. Up 1o
date, T am glad to say that while certain
representations have been made to the
Government at various times, it has not
beenr Tound necessary to give effect to the
measure. The existence of the Act in it-
self has had a good etfeet unon those
who otherwise might have harassed quile
a number of our people. The representa-
tions I have referred to were compara-
tively small, and in a number of cases
the Government were able, by making
representations in their turn, to overcome
the diffieulties that presented themselves.
Aceordingly the Government have not
found 1t necesary to proclaim the meas-
ure. - Tts operation, however, was limited,
and unless its operation is continued
there is just a possibility that those who
are 1n arrears, owing to bad times, may
find themselves pressed; and therefore it
is desirable that the Government should
be in a position to come to the assistance
of snch people. I wish to say that I am
recommending the extension of the meas-
ure prineipally in the agriculturists' be-
half. During the last year or so the
farmers have not been pressed to any
considerable extent by their ereditors;
hut that faet, I think, is due largely to
a realisation on the part of merchants
und others that it was not much use Lo
press the farmer, that the conditions
were such that the sale of a holding
would probablv not produce the amount
of the debt, or, if that amount was pro-
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duced, would inflict a gross injustice pn
Lhe farmer. I am of cpinion, however,
that that eondition of affairs will not eon-
tinue, because we find that as the result
of a fairly good season the value of
farms is increasing and the farmer, in
the eyes of the merchants, is in a betler
position to pay. So there is a possibility
that just at the time when the agricul-
turist has a chance of squaring himself
und meeting his ereditors, as outlined in
the Third Schedule—while if we have an-
other good season he may get out of bis
difficulties—a possibility of his being
pounced upon and harassed at this june-
ture. Tt is beecanse T am afraid of that
position that I recomamend to the Cham-
ber the extension of the measure. If it
i3 not necesary, the measure will not be
proclaimed.

Mr. E, B. Johnston: There are lots of
lawyers’ letters flying around.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
guite realise that. The very existence
of this measure will have an excellent
effeet upon those who otherwise might
harass people who happen to owe money
or to be in arrears in connection with the
purchase of furniture or other goods.
I, therefore, recommend this Bill to the
House as being purely a continnation of
the measure passed last session. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time. )

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
[8.40]: I think we may eongratulate our-
selves on the fact that 12 months have
gone by during which we have been suf-
fering the severe strain of the war and
vet have not found it nmecessary to utilise
the extreme powers given to the Govern-
ment under the measure which it is now
sought to continue for a further period
of 12 months, When the war broke out,
naturally no one could foretell what
might happen. The immediate consequence
of the declaration of war necessarily was
the disturbance of the financial market
right throughout the Empire, and it is
reasonable to suppose that if powers of
this description had not been placed
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in the hands of the Government, te be
utilised only when the necessity arose, we
might have had a paniec which wounld have
caused extreme hardship and led to disas-
(rous consequences in counecfion with the
finances of privale individuals and others.
Tlerefore the principal Act was passed.
Now, I think we are in a different posi-
tion to-day, especially sinee it has nob
been found necessary to enforce the
powers conferved, Whether it is neces-
sary to cobtinue the aperation of the
measure or not is very diffieult to decide.
In the case of similar legislation we have
alreally agreed to continnance. We do
not kuow whether the powers under the
Postponement of Debis Act will ever need
to he exercised, We lLope not. I,am in-
clined to think, however, that as we have
continned other emergeney legislation of
this deseription, really on aceount of Lhe
limes and on aceounl of the war, we
ought perhaps iv anecede to the request
of the Government to extend this measure
for another 12 months. I do not see thal
any harm can resuli. If it was desirable
12 months ago to pass the original legis-
lation—and we thought so—then I take
it that it is equally desirable to provide
for the utilisation of the powers under
the Postponement of Debts Act if the
necessity arises, seeing that we are still a
lonz way, unfortunately, from the ter-
mination of the war. Of course, as was
pointed out on the passing of the prinei-
pal measure, sueh powers must be used
with the greatest possible eare and with
extreme diserelion, as otherwise they be-
come weapons of injury.

Mr. E. B. Johnsion: It is a wholesome
check to have those powers in existense.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I admit that.
We are bound to admit that the result
of our experience of this class of legis-
lation has bheen that benefit results not
from absolute action taken under it—
there has been very little indeed of that
—but from the fact that the legislation is
there and that the powers exist. That is
all that can he said about this measure.
T do not prepose to oppose the passing
of the Bill. T think we had better let it
go through.
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Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee,
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1915-16.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 21st Septem-
ber on the Treasurver’s financjal statement
and on the Annual Estimates; Mr, Hol-
mah in the Chair,

Vote—His Excellency the Governor,

£4,540:
Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam)
{8.49]: The most important duty which

devolves upon hon. members is to decide
how much shall be spent during the
coming vear. 1t is possible that we shall
not exercise mueh control over this ex-
penditure. When it comes to administra-
tion we have very little to say indeed;
still, we must diseuss these Estimates and
deal with the posilion as we find it. Un-
fortunately the war overshadows every-
thing. We have thrust upon us the re-
sponsibility of managing the affairs of
the State, and in doing that wisely I sup-
pose we ean serve the Empire, The Pre-
mier made what he called a plain and
siraightforward statement. It was per-
feetly plain, and so far as it went I have
no doubt it was straightforward. We
lave a responsibility which must fake us
further than the Premier allowed us to
go the other night, and we must act when
we think action is necessary, but there
was an instance the other day when Par-
liament was flonted and a large expen-
diture of monev undertaken without
authority. That was a matter where Par-
liament shonld have been consulted. In
this regard, and indeed in the past four
vears, the Government have gone from
bad to worse. It is quite true that in the
past vear we have had the war, and we
have had our own troubles arising out of
drought, while the effect of the war on
the timber industry has made a consider-
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able difference to the people of Western
Australia, In spite of all that the finances
have kept up wonderfully. Our revenue
collection has heen marvellonsly goed, all
things considered. It was only £635,000
less last vear thau it was in the year be-
fore. All through ihis troublesome peried
we have been able to borrow at the rate
of £250,000 a month and with that amount
one would have thought that the country
would have been able té go along without
much difficolty. T do not know that we need
coneern ourselves very much about the
past, while the present is the time when
we wish te aveid, as far as possible, party
differences. The future is our concern,
and we must Jook into the position as it
is. Hon. members will realise that we
ltave a deficit of a million and a quarter
and we have also an interest bill which is
even more serious than the deficit. The
deficit when paid off will be forgotten.
Our interest bill now amounts to
£1,546,000. TDuring the past four years,
the period in which the present Ministry
have oecupied office, the interest bhill and
sinking fund has increased by half a
million per annum, which is a third of
our interest and sinking fund eharge.
That is a record which they eannot well
he proud of,

The Attorney General: It was all for
publie works.

Hon., J. MITCHELL: No. If the
money had been wisely spent and rail-
wavs had been built here and there, and
if the people had been served with facili-
ties, that would have heen another matter
hut the position is just this, that in 1911,
the profit from the money invested in
railways and other public utilities earned
sufficient to pay interest and sinking
fund

The Attorney (General: We had not as
many agricultural railways then,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: True, since that
tirne 500 or 600 miles of agricultural rail-
ways have been built,

Mr. Munpsie: Nearly 1,000 miles,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: A econsiderable
mileage has been built, of course, but not-
withstanding that, we find that last year
the revenue was called upon to the tune
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of £700,000 to meet interest and sinking
fund. I venture to say this creates a far
more serious diffienity than the deficit,
becange year in and year out, owing to
ihe unwise expenditure of money, rev-
enue will be called upon to contribute at
least £500,000 for interest. If from the
expenditure of all the loan money that
this State did expend, some 23 millions
up to 1917, we were able to provide
faeilities with which to pay for the monev
borrowed, surely in four short years we
should not be in the position of having to
find £700,000 from revenue to meet the
interest due. It shows conclusively thal
there has heen mismanagement in connec-
tion with the spending of loan funds. 1
want the House to realise what the posi-
tion means. The House should know
where its responsibility lies, Tf the House
is willing that this extravagance should
go on, that loan money to the tene of
three millions should be spent annnally,
and very ltlle shown for it, ithe House
can take the responsibility. But the time
has come when we must ¢rv a halt and
this reckless expenditure must cease. I
should like to point out to Ministers that
notwithstanding the borrowing of 13 mil-
lions we are still very far from having
had provided facilities which are needed
hy a great many of our people.

The Atftorney General: We will have
to horrow more money.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We borrowed
enough and to spare and I suppose we
must borrow azain. Tt will take a nmllion
of money to build the agriculinral rail-
ways that are needed at once and the
House will agree that these railwavs will
have to be built as soon as possible,. We
have to remember that our loan expendi-
tnre in the past has been enormous, New
South Wales managed with £4 §s. 8d. per
head in 1912-13 but Western Ausfralia’s
expenditure in the same vear was £11 3s.
7d. It is unfortunate for Western Aus-
tralia that this loan expenditure has been
on soch a lavish seale, The Ministry have
piled on the people a debt of about £2
rer head for interest in the last year.

The Attorney General: And they are
better off awing to that expenditure.
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: How can they
be hetter off when they have to pay to
the extent that Lhey must do?

The Attorney Geuncral: It pays lhem
to pay. .

Hon, J. MI'I'CHELL: The AMinister
knows that hie has inereased the charges
agninst e farmers to the extent of
£100,000.

The Atiorney General: We only put
them back to what they were,

Hon. J, MITCHELL: ‘That is not so
at all, We left them £100,000 beter off.

Hon. TFrank Wilson: Whal about the
fertiliser ratezs? Yon put them en to lhe
farmers,

Hon, J. MITCHELL: [ am poinling
ont that the Government bave had the
henefit of 1his expenditure of publie
meney.” Ts it 2 grand thing to pul £2 on
every person for this money borrowed; T
have been trying to show that we should
not have to pay this amount. ‘laxation
cannot very well be inereased because the
Federal Gtovernment are reaching out for
more money.

Mr. O'Loghlen: A lot of money that
the States should have got.

Ilon, J. MITCHELL: The TFederal
Govermnent, having imposed their land
and income tax, we have now to face a
double tax,

Mr. Thomas: You do not object to the
fewer opporlunities for our {overnment
Tor war purposes?

Hon. J. MITCHELI.: Neot for war
parposes: no one does. Bnrt I am point-
ing ont that we have these taxes to meet
and if thev have to he met there are
fewer opportnnities for our people to get
money.

The Attorney General: That is what
makes our lot so hard.

Hon. .I. MITCHELL: The Stale Gov-
ernment have had the money hat thev
have not spent it wisely, and so there are
troubles to he faced. Our avenues of
taxation have heen taken from us by the
Federal Treasurer. The Vinister for
Tands to-night said that if we seftled
peonle on the land we wounld get a ovent
deal of benefit. T think the Federal Gov-
ernment should assist us when we bring
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out people to setfle on the land. The
Treasurer will realise that he has but
255, Lo come from the customs revenne
per head of ile population. We have to
face Lhe position with this defieit, with a
heavily taxed people and with bad times
in wmany directions. We are faeced with
diffientties and these diflieulties we lhave
to endeavour to help linisters to over-
come.

The Altorncy General: When you were
on this side yon were a regular optimist;
on lhat side you are a regular pessimist.

Ilon. J. MITCHELL: I do not thiank
one can be very cheerful with the present
Ministers in control of the Treasary
bench. Tae Minister will agree with me
that it is a pity we cannot coniinue our
immigration policy. From all appear-
ances there is no hope of doing so. Aus-
tralia’s future depends on produetion,
and production depends on our popula-
tion. We often talk about the loafers in
our midst, but when we come to look at
this State, we must marvel at their un-
doubted energy. I suppose lbere are no
300,000 people in the world who are do-
ing more and producing more ithan the
360,000 people living here. Something
was said lo-day about the Premier’s state-
ment atb the Melbourne conference in re-
gard to the sinking fund. T hope that
stalement is not true, bceause the Fremier
should not seek to avoid his responsibili-
ties, Wheun we ecome to raise money in
london we issue a prospectus that sets
out lhe conditions under which we wish
to raise the loan. In 1913 we paid less
infercst than any olher State in the Com-
monwealth—that is we got onr money
more cheaply, which was due, T believe,
to the faet that we put up a sinking fund.
We mnst respect our obligations under
this sinking fund. It is perfectly right
to buy our own stocks in London so long
as the purchasing of them decreases the
public indehtedness, but it would not he
richt to de as the Dremier surzesls,
namely, instead of putting £260,000 into
the sinking fund this vear to put in an
I1.0.U., and some day, when it is quite
convenient, to pay that £260,000. Minis-
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lers are conlinually saying that posterity
must nol be coverloaded. We contend
thal posterity should pay for anything it
is to have the use of, If a public build-
ing is going to last for 20 years, the
money eall be borrowed and the sinking
fund spread over that period. The sink-
ing fund enables us to do things that
utherwise we would be unable to do. The
Kalgoorlie water scheme was undertalen
on n sinking fund of 3 per cent., which
will pay for the work befare the pipes
have {o be renewed. It is right that we
shonld respect this obligation. It wauld
be unwise in the interests of ithe pecple
of the State to disregard our obligations
under the sinking fund, and it would be
nnwise from the workers’ point of view.
It might appear that this £260,000 weuld
remain in the State. As a matter of lact
it would go to reduece the deficit; it would
not provide any more work and any ue-
fion in this direction would make it miore
diffieutt for us to borrow in fuinre, The
[remier expeets a revenue of £35.300,000,
and from the carnings of this loan ex-
I'enditure, amounting to 30 odd millions
of money, he ought to be able to pay
interest and sinking fund this year. He
las a very good year on the railways be-
fore him beeause our harvest will be
aood, T think we shall realise our 20
million bushels of wheat, and this not-
withstanding:

The Minisler for Works:
ought fo be happier.

Hon, J. MITCHELL :
happy.

Mr. Thomson: That is the result of the
Liberal poliey.

Hon. J. MITCHELL- The hon., mem-
ber zays the 20 million bushel erop will
lie the result of Liberal woric fonr years
ago.

Tiren  you

I am quite

The Altorney General: The resalr of
solid labour.

Hon. J. D. Connoliv: Yon put ihe
Attorney General on the land.

The Altorney General: Yes.

Hon. J. AIITCHELL: Why, the Aller-
ney General is a producer. T noticed

that the member for Trwin (Mr. James
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Gardiner) made a suggestion as fol-

lows—

In times of great financial stress,
when the heavy paymerts of our sink-
ing fund would have a crippling effect
on our Hnances, whilsé there would be
no justification for suspendiny the in-
terest and sinking funds on the balanece
of -these stocks held by iuvestors, such
a suspension might be deemed advis-
able on the stoek which the State itself
held.

That would be no beiter really than wkhat
the Premier suggests because our sinking
fund is designed, when spread over the
whole term of the loan, to cover the £ull
amount of the indebtedness, If we
failed, for instance, in the case of ths
Kalgoorlie water scheme, in connection
with which we bhave £1,300,000 of slocks
issned, fo contribute our 3 per cent. lo the
sinking fund, we should find at tle end
of the term when we have to redeen: those
bonds that we were considerably short.
The Attorney General says I am not as
cheerful as I used to be. It is very fortu-
nate that there are some people in this
State who realise that we have unlimited
natural resources, but do Ministers rea-
lise it? Do they realise what the 20
million bushels of wheat will mean to the
State? Do they realise that in years to
come, if we get the requisite population,
we should be able fo make that 20 million
bushels 100 million bushels?

Mr. O’Loghlen: We should like to rea-
lise 5s. a bushel for the wheat.

Ion. J. MITCHELL: Still, it is ob-
vious that if the best is to be done for
the people of this State, Ministers must
realise what is ahead, In this connection
the diseovery that sand plain is of value
for wheat production in comparatively
dry secasons as well as in wet seasons re-
presents the greatest discovery of the
last four years. A few years ago no one
would touch uncleared land in Western
Ausiralia, They used to say of the East-
ern Rlates that one could get land with-
out {imber, bul there was none here. Now
we find that we can prodoce more than
the Australian average from our sand
plain, and this opens up unlimited pos-
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sibilities. There is not only sand plain,
but there is all the lighter land which is
of great value, and we should be at work
now witii this land. We should have sur-
veyors oub and not have these profes-
sional men walking the streets of Perth.
Let us consider the possibilities in other
directions, The 100,000 cases of apples
which we are producing could easily be
mnade one million cases in future. There
is no reason why we should import butter
and dairy produce. We have a magni-
licent pastoral industry. I suppose there
15 no better eatile counbry in the world
than the Kimberleys of this State, and
vear by year enough feed to sustain hun-
dreds of thousands head of cattle goes up
in smoke. This development which I have
indicated can only come with an increase
of population, Apart from the pastoral
possibilities and the agrieultural possi-
hilities we bave our mines. Unfortu-
nately, the value of the gold yield is year
hy year decreasing. I think some speecial
elfort should be made 1{o encourage
this indusiry. 1f this State is to de-
velop we must have facilities; we must
have ratlways. The Minister for Lands
wag in the back country the other day
and diseussed railways with the people
there. These people must have railways,
and T believe that as we have come to a
time of financial difficulty we should re-
vert to the policy which the present
leader of the Opposition, when Minister
for Works, gave effect to, the policy of
light lines. It is of no use telling the
member for Hannans (Mr, Munsie) that
the light lines are impossible, because he
knows that the wood traffic is run over
very lightly laid lines.

Mr. Munsie. Better laid than the Dow-
erin-Merredin seetion of your railways.

The Attorney (eneral: We had prae-
ieally to rebuild it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You did not have
lo do anything of the sort.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: We did not
spend anything like the amount of money
on our new railways. The light lines policy
mnst be reverled to. We want a line
to traverse the area between the Dow-
erin-Merredin and the Northam-Merre-
din railways. TUndoubtedly these lines
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are ioo far apart. Then we want to re-
duce the 15 miles limit wherever we can
and this will be possible only by con-
structing light lines cheaply. The GGoomal-
ling-Dowerin line cost £1,060 per mile
and it was a thoroughly good line for
carrying the wheat traffic.

. The Attorney General: It was danger-
ous.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It was not. The
sleepers taken out of the line are stacked
alongside the line to-day and are per-
fcetly good. They were round sleepers,
[ admit, and the present Government
tore them up with the result——

AMr. Munsie: Why did they%

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Because they
did not know their business.

The Attorncy General: Did nof the
Comuisstoner of Railways know his busi-
ness?

Mr. Munsie: He refused to run trains
over il,

Hon, Frank Wilson: We did not spend
a5 mnch wmuney pér Hike a5 you for rall
ways,

The CITATRMAN: Order!

Hon. J. MITCHEUL:: The Commis-
sioner of Railways naturally wants his
lines standardised as speedily as possible.
in the South-West the department are
pulting heavier rails down and the same
applies to the Great Southern line. The
Commissioner is improving the railways
all the time. He would like every rail-
way to be up to the standard of the
Soulh-West line, but that is nol neces-
sary. If it is possible to provide a 10
miles an hour sevvice, that is quite good
enough for the first few vyears after
farmers have settled on their holdings,

Hon, Frank Wilson: And better than
no railways,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Very much bet-
ter, and sinee it is difficult to borrow
money and since people must have some
kind of a railway, let them have light
railways. So long as it is possible io
take the trucks to the farms and load the
wheat on the irucks, the people will be
satisfled, The Government have been
spending twice as much on railways
lately, ineluding the purchase of rolling
stock. Where it cost us £3,000, includ-

{42]
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ing the purchase of rolling stock and all
expenditure in connection with the rail-
ways for every mile of new line opened,
the cost under the present Government
is £6,000,

The Altorney General: We had to re-
plenish the rolling stock which was abso-
lutely starved,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Not at all.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: The present Govern-
ment liave done more in one year than
you did in six years.

The Attorney General: You ecould not
do the work.

Hon. J. MITCHELL:: Members are
ruliculous. The work was not there to be
done. The trains were as well run four
years ngo as they are now, but we did not
have the traffic which the Government
have now, nor did we have this magnifi-
cent wheat yield which 15 due to the work
done hy the Liberal party when in office.

- r. Munsie: We have had three or
rour failures in the harvest,

Y r AFTMATTINT -
diudd, o, nLia v.u.‘..u..r_. -

rolling slock which {he present Ministers
purchased.

Mr. Munsie: And left them to pay for
it.

Hoo. J. MITCHELL: No, the people
paid for it. I have pointed out that we
are faced with a pretty heavy burden of
taxation, and T advise Ministers to think
very seriously if it is not their duty now
to spend nothing exeept on faecilities that
will lead to increased production. Let
us provide for increased export. That
can be done if such facilities are granted.
Tt is not possible, of course, to develop
the State without money; and I realise
that it is not easy to get men of experi-
ence, men who know the world, men with
means, to go upon the Jand. TFor that
reasou it is necessary in dealing with
this question to refer to the Agrienltural
Bank. The Premier would have us be-
lieve that our bank was not nearly as
satisfactory to the people as his bank
is

Wa  ordered

Mr. B. J. Stobbs: He was quite cor-
rect in that, teo.

Hon, J. MITCHELT.: I am sure he
would convinee the hon. member inter-
jecting. That bon. member, if he will
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think for himself,’ as I am sure he is cap-
able of doing, will find that the Premier
is. wrong. However, he supports the
Prewmier whelher the hon. gentleman is
right or wrong. The Premier said that
when the Liberal Government advanced
£1,015,000 through the Agrienltural Bank,
which we did in the three years up to
1911, the repayments totalled £458,000;
or, in other words, that £556,000 had to
be found by the Government to finance
the bank. Bub with that amonnt of
£556,000 in our time we did a million
pounds’ worth of work, owing fo
the fact that £400,000 odd was repaid.
The Premier said he had spent through
the bank in three years £1,800,000 whilst
the repayments were only £236,000, or
in other words that £1,800,000 worth of
work had taken £1564,000 of Govern-
ment money. Those are his figures. It
shows that in our fime landed securities
were sought after, that Western Austra-
lian land had a value, that other banks
were willing to lend, that the financiers
of the State viewed with favenr the se-
curity the farmer had to offer. But since
that time, owing to the operation of
several causes, amongst others those un-
fortunate regulations——

The Attorney General:
the bad seasons.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: And owing in a
small measure to bad seasons, no one now
wants to {ake farming seenrities. The
regulations, of ecourse, made the posi-
tion impossible; and I regret very much
that the present Minister for Lands has
not withdrawn the instruetions I referred
to—they are not really regulations—be-
cause they are damaging to the people.
The people cannot be benefiied by having
their security damaged.

The Attorney General: Those regula-
tions represent the Jaw,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: No. They are
outside the law. They cannot be regula-
tions.

The Attormey General : They are
simply a nofification that the law will be
observed—no more, no less.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: They are nol in
accordance with the law.

The Attorney General:
they are,

Do not forget

Undoubtedly
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: They are nol,
and the Minister knows it.

The Attorney General: 1 know nothing
of the kind.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Then the Minis-
ter does not know the Land Act. In con-
nection with these matters the Government
have always made a point of proclaiming -
how much they have been compelled to
do. I wish to point out that they have
prevented other people from doing so
muech that the (fovernment, as a conse-
quence, have been compelled to do more.
The State has not henefited from ihat
counrse of aetion. The people have nol
benefited. Trade has not followed to the
same extent. There bas heen uwnemploy-
ment, due o the fact that the Government
have spent more money than they need
in these directions. After all, the Gov-
ernment expendiiure is not =0 important,
seeing that it amounts to eight millions
a year, while the Murnover of the yeople
iz probably twenty times as much. For-
tunately for the State, the Government
expenditure, thevefore, is not all-tmport-
ant. The present Gavernment started
off with a great flourish of trunpets and
financed many with great liberality; but
last vear, in a time of trouble, they came
down to £271,000 for the Agrieultural
Bank. That was the total amount last
vear, atd it was only about £20,000 more
than we advaneed vear by year during
our own tern. The Government are not
even in their gait. They go off full pace,
and. when trouble is on, rcome down to a
erawl. Tn this matter of the hank, par-
tienlarly, they have not done what is
richt. They said they would inevease the
maximum to he advanced hy the hank to
£2,000; but they have not done that ex-
eept, T helieve, in one nstance. They
arranged full payment to the farmers for
a time, but now the farmers have some
diffieulty in getting advances approved.
The Agrieulinral Bank money, I wish to
point out, is just the best that ecan be
spent.  Money laid out in this directinn
provides work now and work for all
time, hecause it is money spent in making
farms. VWhen a farm is wade, continu-
ous work for all tiime is provided. I
would like Ministers to let us know what
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they intend to do with regard to the
Agrieultural Bank. Is the bank to have
enough money? 1s the work of improv-
ing our lands—and, by the way, our
farmers are hound under the Land Act
to spend £500,000 anuually in improve-
ments—to eontinune and are we to fill
ships with wheat; it depends on money
advanced to the Agrieultural Bank. We
have on the Estimates what the Premier
ealls business undertakings, and we have
also on the Estimates what he ealls State
trading coneerns. The bmnsiness under-
takings he has marked as distinet from
the State frading eoncerns. 1 suppose
the hon. gentleman imagines Ehat the
State trading concerns are not business
concernsg, are not managed in a business-
like manner., There is a vast amount of
money invested in the State trading eon-
cerns. Probably if we could get the
amount included in the eash now out-
standing on revenue expenditnre, it would
he something ke a mililon of money. 1
wish to be fair to the Government. The
Tremier has told us that he has assets to
the tune of £184,000. That awount pro-
bably is represented hy karri seantlings
at the mills, by sleepers in the bush, and
by machinery at the State Tmplement
Works., Notwithstanding this, however,
1 wish to point ouf that the time has ecome
when such expenditure should cease.
Sueh  expenditnre, which now totals
nearly a million, has nol provided em-
ployment for a single man more than
would have heen emploved had the Gov-
ernment never spent a penny in these
directions. We might have had all that
money put inte agrieultural railways.
There would have heen additional work
for thousands of men in that case, where-
as the Government have eleeted to spend
money on trading eoncerns which will
not provide additional employment. Min-
isfers must realise, or they must be made
fo realise, that we shall be sufficiently
taxed for the next few vears to find
monev for the developmental works to
which T have referred. TIf the proper
facilities are provided, then private en-
terprise can be left to do the rest. Tn-
deed. T have pointed out that private
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enterprise fto-day is worth about 20
times as much to the people as the Gov-
ernment are worth, when it comes to the
turning over of woney which is for the
benefit of the people. We have borrowed
a tremendous amount of money, and lost
a tremendous amount one way and an-
other.. In these tradiug concerns we have
an expenditure which ean produce no
good, and ecertainly the concerns them-
selves are not a credit to the eountry.
Ministers themselves would no doubt be
very pleased if they had never seen the
State sawmills, or the powellising eon-
tract, which is going to cost the country
a lot of money before we are through
with it. Then, too, there is that freight
agreement of which the cancellation cost
£6,000. The existence of that freight
agreement was due to the fact that Min-
isters had ventured upon the trading con-
cerns,

The Minister for Lands: That is the
beauty of party Government, the beau-
tiful Liberal Administration 1 the Comn-
monwealth Parliament.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
says the cancellation of the freight agree-
ment was due to the Liberal party in the
Federal House.

The Attorney General: So if was,

The Minister for Lands: Absoluiely
party spite.

Hoen. J. MITCHELL: Let us look into
the freight agreement, since we must do
so, How was that agreement made, and
why did Ministers pay £6,000 to cancel
ihe azreement?  Could the people who
had the agreement have made £6,000 out
of it?

The Minister for Lands: They made
considerably more.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: They must have
been on a good wicket, then.

The Minister for Lands: Look at the
huge contract it was.

Hon. .J. MITCHELL: The whole thinz
was a hole and corner business.

The Minister for Lands: We beat the
shipping eombine, and Cook beat us; now
vou have if.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I think the ship-
ping combine beai the Government for
£6,000.
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The Minister for Lands: With the as-
sistance of Cook.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The shipping
combine got the money and the Govern-
ment got the experience. At all events,
as regards the details of the husiness, we
know that when priees were sent in there
was an informal tender, and that this in-
formal tender was finally accepted, with
the result that the State lost £6,000. Nexl,
we have the Nevanas contraet, over which
the State lost something like £9,000. 1
am not going to discuss that contraet
now, because it is the subject of an in-
quiry, Then what has happened in re-
gard to the milling contraet? What is
taking place in regard to flour? I beliave
this State is putting flour on board at £16
per ton for the people of Adelaide, whilst
£18 10s. per ton is charged for flonr to
the people of Perth, That is what onr
Grain and Feodstuff Commaission are do-
ing. Why have the people of this State
to pay £2 10s. per ton more for Western
Australian flour than the people of Adel-
aide have to pay for Western Australian
flonr? The eontract with the flour millers
is extremely one-sided, and will result
in a considerable loss. The existence of
that eontraet is due to the fact that Min-
isters like State trading. They went in
for n eonsiderable importation of bran,
pollard, and so on. They eonld not sell
their stuff hecause ordinary traders
brought similar stuff in at a cheaper rate.
When Ministers wanted a boat to go to
the Argentine, they did not charter in the
ordinary way, but said they would give
£25,000 for a boat for the trip. I un-
derstand she took some 4,500 tons of bran
at a freight of about £5 4s, 6d, per ton.
The ordinary traders got their freight at
about 40s. The result was that the Gov-
ernment were left, as they always will he
when thev get into competition with a
smart business man. We have this whent
in .the mills here being gristed under an
arrangement which the millers have ma:te,
The flour i1s to be sold at £18 10s., and
the bran at £10. It is provided that if
the price of the imported bran falls below
£10 the millers are to get the differencs
from the Government. In view of this
T suppose that the difference between the
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£10 and the £3 10s. at which the bran has
been sold will be paid to the millers.

The Minister for Works: You suppose
it.

Mr, Munsie: You know it is not so.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I do not know.
The milling companies are to get the 40s.
for gristing and handling.

The Minister for Works: It was a very
nice ngreement, was it not%

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I would like to
know in respect to this wheat, of which
some B00 tons has now gone, if the mil-
lers get 10s. for distributing charges? If
0, it is a very niee arrangement for the
millers, There ean be no justification for
selling flour at £2 10s. cheaper than Lhe
people of Adelaide have to pay.

The Minister for Lands: What would
vou have done—reduced the price and
kept it in the State?

Hon, J. MITCHELL: I should have
thought that if there is to be a loss, the
people of the State might have the benefit
of it.

The Minister for Lands: In other
words, you would make the mistake as
big as you could.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: This is not the
only loss on the purchases made by the
Minister.

The Minister for Lands: I admit we
would not have bought it with the know-
ledge we have now.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: As a malter of
fact, yon would make the same blunder

T again.

The Minister for Lands: The hon. mem-
her nrged that we should buy.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Ng, I did not
urge the Minister to go to Argentine. I
said there was a great deal more wheat
in the eountry than the Minister believed.
T went on the statistieian’s figures, but
the Minister did not believe the statis-
tician, and se sent fo Argentine,

The Minister for Lands: We took the
adviee of the political board nominaled
by hoth parties.

Hoen. .J. MITCHELL: I do not know
whose adviee the Minister acted on, hul
T know he did a very foolish thing in
bringing in so mueh wheat, bran, pollar
and maize. Where did our maize go to?
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It was sold here at well under 3s. and
sent to the East. What was maize sold
at? ‘When the Minister sold his lot it was
well under 3s, bui to-day, only a few
weeks afterwards, it s pretty well twice
a5 mueh.

Mr. Munsie: The ring has got in again
aml put it up.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The tarmer did
not get cheap bran, maize or anything
else; he had to pay full prices.

The Minister for Works: He had an
opportunity.

Ion. J. MITCHELL: Xo, not unless
he could come to Fremantle and compete
there for it, The loss on this transaction
will amount to well over £50,000, It is
Ear too muceh money to lose.

The Minister for Works: T prefer that
loss to no grain.

Hon. J. MITCHELL:: But you eould
have had the grain and the money tou.
There 1s this imreense loss to face. The
Ministers” desire to trade is the reason
why thev brought in this stuff. Did they
bring in this wheat for the farmer?

The Minister for Lands: No, the wheat
wag for the general eommunity.

Hon, J. MITCHELL : And so, too, wilh
the fodder.

The Minister for Lands: No, that was
for the farmer.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: Why, you sold
it in the City from the very start. This
desire to trade bas led from one extrava-
ganee to another. We have the extrava-
cance to whieh Mr. Stevens objects. No
“less than £105,000 has been expended on
State steamers, and Mr. Stevens con-
damns the lot.

The Minister for Lands: Then you are
opposing the policy of assistance to farm-
ers? ‘

Hon. .J. MITCHELL: No, but T want
the business well manazed. These steam-
ers have cost £105,0000 and they are con-
demned roundly by Mr. Stevens, who is
asking for a new steamer. Ministers have
now hought the “Kangaroo.” T wish fo
protest against the method adopted by
the Government in procuring the steamer.
Parliament was not consalted, notwith-
standing that it was sitting. What right
had the Government to expend £140,000
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without authority? We have already dis-
enssed the steamers from time to time,
and 1 bave continually raised objections
to the methods of the Government in this
regard, The “Western Australia” was a
heaven-sent vessel. Nothing could be bet-
ter.

The Minister for Works: I think you
would be well advised to keep quiet in ie-
gard to the matfer. You know who our
advisers were.

Hon. ¥Frank Wilson:
have lheir names.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Wil the Alin-
ister tell us what the instructions were?
Freight was very diffienlt then. They
wot this steamer, buf a month or two
afterwards there were a couple of million
tons of shipping to be sold in London.
The Government were just a bit too =oon
in, and the boat proved to be altogether
unsuitable. Alore than her original price
of £39,000 was spent on repairs.  She
was a particularly bad purchase, although

Mimictare were nrond of har
12fFa were nrond of hor,

Who? Let us

Trallawrina
Follgwing
on that purchaze we have this £140.000
invested in the "Kangaroo” without au-
thority. What right had Ministers to
spend this without econsulting Parlia-
ment? Why do they submit Estimates
at all? This expenditure should be oh-
jected to, for it was absolutely wrong.
Vembers sitting opposite should assert
themselves and insist upon Ministers act-
ing constitutionally. They not only spent
this money withoat authority, but they
dragged the credit of the country in the
mud at Home., They have gone to an in-
surance company and paid 5 per cent.,
with a sinking fund of 334 per eent. The
security of the insurance company has
heen considered good enough, and they
have our money.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
honds.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes. I claim that
this £140,000 shounld have been spent only
after eonsultation with Parliament.

The Minister for Works: I wish we
had a few more like her.

Hon, Y. MITCHELL: We should have
spent the money in a way that would
bave meant work for our workmen,
should have spent it in the State on rail-

They gave the
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ways for our settlers. The steamer is
dear, and apart from that you have not
the money to spend. You have not even
enough money to go round, vei you ean
find £140,000 for this purchase. Again,
it is very doubtful whether she is a suit-
able boat. She was not suitable when
Mr. Stevens first thought of her, but she
has become suiftable since. It is doubtful
whether she is worth £140,000.

The Minister for Works: Wlho raised
the doubt?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Mr. Stevens in
the first place. He questioned the snit-
ableness of the steamer.

The Minister for Works: For a par-
licular trade. ’

Hon. J. MITCHELL: However, Min-
isters have acted uneonstitutionally in
spending the money withont authoriiy
notwithstanding that we were here. 1
do not know whether we will have an op-
portunity of disenssing these steamers on
the Revenue Estimates. I desive to pro-
mise Ministers that when we get fo the
Loan Estimates they will have a lively
time on this lransaction.

The General:
threat.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes, and T will
make further threals of a like nature. 1t
is for the House to determine that Min-
islers shall do what is right in lhe expen-
diture of public funds, We are going to
insist on having the money spent in the
way which will benefit the people most.
T hope the Premier’s mission Tast will
meet with some measure of snecess, T
am sorry he is not here fo listen io the
debate on the Bstimates. 1 realise that
it is through no fault of his own that he
is absent: he has gone East on publie
duly and it is becanse he is not here that
we hesitate to eriticise him roundly. 1
hope his mission will result in him seeur-
ing sufficient money to enable us to go on
with these railways. We want them huilt,
and we ecannot emphasise this faet {oo
often. We cannot too often make the
rublie realise that this is a country of
unlimited possibilities. Given good gov-
ernment and 1he seasons we are going to
have for at least ihe next ten years, there

Attorney That 1= a
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will be no doubt about the future. We
have agreed to help the Government and,
it the Government will let us help {hem
in framing their Eslimates, the best thal
can be done for this Stale will be done.
If the Government are left to themselves
they might arrange other seeret agree-
menis and others “I{angaroos” might be
|rurchased.

Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) [9.46]:
Members of {his Flouse were very pleased
indeed when {he Government ealled hoth
Tlouses of Parlinment togelber to con-
sider the appointment of a defence coun-
¢il. Tt seemed to me a step in the right
direction that councils of this sort should
prevail not only in matfers of defence,
but in other matters we have to discuss.
In the conduet of the affairs of this State,
it is not the concerted will of this Honse
that prevails but the will of a particular
seetion or a particular individual, Tt
seems to me that if any good is going to
eome from the Government of this coun-
trv by a House of 50 men, the views of
the 50 men must be respected. At the
present time in many instances the views
of men, no matter low logical or how
reasonable fheir arguments, are not re-
speeted. T wonld like to see this House
take npon itself more control of the
affairs of the country, and the entire con-
trol of the finances of the country. We
are lold that tlus House holds the purse
slrings.

The Minister for Lands inferjected.

Mr. ROBINSON: T have never seen
the purse strings. Where are they?
This House is the proper body to
control the purse strings. At the
present ftime the purse strings are
held—now that the Minister has called
my attention to his existence—by irre-
sponsible persons, persons who pitch
awav thousands and hundreds of thou-
sands of pounds of the money of this
country. Withont a thought, without a
care it is gone. T can show in a moment
or two where a handred thousand ponnds
has zone?

The Minister for Works: Where is il ?

Mr. ROBINSON: T can tell the Vinis-
ter. Lost over bran and wheat and ships
and Nevanas £100,000. There the Min-
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ister has it—this sum and more pitched
away without a thought and without con-
sulting us,

Mr. Grifiths: Only a hundred thousand
pounds?

Mr. ROBINSON: That is a very con-
servalive estimate.

The Minister for Works: I say there
wis no loss over Nevanas. We have the

malerial.

Mr. RORINSOXN: The point I am
making is that this House is not econ-
sulted in conneclion with any of these

things where expenditure is eoncerned.

The Attorney General: This House was
consnlted in the appointment of the Com-
mission which authorvised the purchase of
that stuff.

Mr, ROBINSON: Which stuff?

The Attorney General: The bran.

Mr., ROBINSON: Yes, but wlnle this
House authorised certain things 1o be
done in that way, it expected {hem to be
carried out in a husiness-like fashion and
as fhis Flouse resoived itself into a ecom-
miflee from all sides to appoint a coun-
cil of defence, sa T would have such a
couneil for finanee, and before a Min-
ister conld commit himself to the pur-
chase of several cargoes of this, that, or
ihe oiher about whiech he knew nothing
either of the value or the market, thus
inlerfering in his own way with the com-
merce of the State, that ecouncil would
he consulted. g

The Vinister for Works:
consulted.

Mr. ROBPINSON: T have not heen con-
sulted and I do not think any member on
this side of the Flouse was consulfed.

Mr. Thomas: That is why it failed.

Yon were

The Minister for Works: The leader of |

the Opposition was one and the leader
of the Country party was another.

Mr. ROBINSOXN: T am lath to helieve
that either the leader of (he Opposition
or the leader of the Country party was
consulted ahout the purchase ot {he sale
of that bran.

The Attorney General: Thev had the
anthoritv pranted by this House.

Mr. ROBINSON: Let me give this
precise instance, When speaking on the
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Address-in-reply at the opening of ithis
session, 1 referred to the fael that there
were rumours current in Perth, and I
hoped unlrue, that the Treasurer was
thinking or talking of huying another
steamer and spending  £100,000 or
£200,600 when there was no money to
spend and when we wanted that which we
had for the urgent domestic affairs of the
State. The Premier replied to me across
the floor of the House-—*I am not only
(hinking of il or talking of it, T am going
to do 1l.”

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: And then yon say
it was a seeret.

Mr, ROBINSON: The Premier in that
siatement flaunted this House. What is
the nse of Parliament if that is to he
done? Why nol dismiss us all if there is
to be a dictator on that side of the House
who at his own sweet will is going to buy
ship = to holster up some of these trading
concerns whicli ean he bolslered up by
hed and bedding while the weorld lasts
but never under existing mapagement
will they he made to Jay.

The Minisler for Works: When in
futnre we are told we have been secret,
we will turn up your speech,

Mr. ROBINSON: The point I am
making is not so much one regarding
secrecy, That I will come te in due course
if neeessary. The point is that this House
was not consulted. There was not much
seerecy nbout the “Kangarco.” Everyone
seemed to know ahout it, but the llouse
was never asked and never told anylhing
ahout it, and the money was not taken out
of the purse in the ordinary way, It was
spent in the most extraordinary way that
money has ever been spent by any Gov-
ernment in Australia. When we hear of
a farmer who has mortgaged himself lo
the hanks and cannot raise any mnre
money from the banks or from the store-
keeper, and then goes to a certain class
of moneylender who charges a high rate
of interest, we sav he is going down and
will soon he in the Tnsolvency ecourt.
When a man departs from the ordinary
methods of trade, the public say he is
np acainst it. T have to say on behalf of
some people in this State that the Pre-
mier must be ap against it very strongly
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when he has to resort to what I call a
moneylender’s dodge to raise money.

The Minisier for YWorks: Mot a high
rate of inlerest, though,

Mr. ROBINSON: Never mind the rate
of interest,

The Attorney General: You should not
he hard on the money lenders.

Mr, Toley : So long as it 1s not a
usnrer’s dodge.
Mpr. ROBINSON: If these methods

are to be pnrsued any longer, let us dis-
solve Parliament; we have no control at
all.

Mr. Thomson: Parliament seems quile
unnecessaTy.

Mr. ROBINSON: Let us appoint a
dictator because we are practically at the
present time under a dietator Govern-
ment.

My, Taylor: You do not want to take
any risks now of going to the people.

Mr. ROBINSON: We are in such a
had nlight finanecially that not only has
"2 T casmer flonted the Honse in the
way [ have deseribed, but he is going to
endeavour to flout the laws of the coun-
try and I do not think he will sneceed. T
observe from the Press

Mr. O'Loghlen: That clipping loocks
good eolour.

Mr, ROBINSON: It is a fine colour
which always inflames my friends op-
posite,

Mr. Taylor: It brings a blush to others
in this House, foo,

Mr. ROBINSON: It contains a well
known phofograph and of course where
that photograph goes it is the sign man-
nal that the siatements must be accurate.
I am taking this statement as being ac-
curate. The Treasurer was asked—

What ahout the sinking fund, Mr.

Seaddan? Some critics argne that yon

are wanfing to commandeer this year’s

quota of £265,000.

The Minister for Works:
very handy.

Mr. Allen: Only a drop in the ocean.

Mr. ROBINSON: The Premier is re-
ported to have replied—

They are quite wrong; we eould not
commandeer it if we wanted to. We
do not want to, so that the statement is

It would be

[ASSEMBLY.]

ntterly misleading, All that T suggest

is that the trustees who control the

sinking fund should invest this year’s
fquota in new stock instead of old stock.

Mr. Foley: Ts that extract from the
Waorker?

AMr. ROBINSON: The Treasurer says
the statement is utterly misleading. Who
is making n misleading statement when he
says he is going to suggest that the trns-
lees talke new stock instead of old? Is he
going to use the sinking fund for the
purpose of extinguishing the debt of the
eountry? No, he is going to use the sink-
ing fund for the purpose of increasing
the debt of the country. Who then is
making the stalement caleulated to de-
ceive? The Premier says his erities,

Hon. R. H, Underwood {Honorary
Minister) : His eritics.

Mr. ROBINSON: The answer of the
Honorary Minister ecarries so mugh
weight in (his country that when the
people read bis interjection to-morrow,
thoy will know the answer 1o my gues-
lion,

Mr. Thomas: You flatier yourself;
they will not read it.

Mr. Allen: They will say it is another
joke,

Mr. ROBINSON: The Premier has
his advisers, e has legal advisers who
in point of ability are second to none in
ihis State. I refer to the Solicitor-Gen-
cral, T do not think the Attorney General
has advised on this subject.

Mr. Thomas: Your opinions of one
another are probably on the same basis.
Mv. Smith: Not fit for publieation.

Mr. ROBINSON: The Attorney Gen-
eral knows I have a very high opinion of
him. T am not dealing with him at pre-
sent; when T do T always express myself
in terms of which he can approve.
Whether the Sclicitor-General did actu-
ally advise the Premier or not, I do not
know, hut I venture the opinion—and 1
think it would be backed by any legal
man who was eonsulted—that the Pre-
mier cannot and the trustees cannot use
the sinking fund of this State to purchase
new stock.

Mr, Male: Thank goodness!
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Mr. ROBINSON: T say lhat deliber-
ately. If he does it, he proves what I
have already stated, that a dictatorship
has been established and not only will
Parliament be fiouted but the laws of the
couniry will be flouted and the trustees
under this statute will be flonted also.
1 do not think that the trustees can be
compelled to do this and 1 do not (hink
ihey will do it. What is the sinking fund
for? It is provided in such plain terms
that even ihe ordinary person should not
mistake it,

The trustees shall from time to time
invest dividends, interest, or produee
“arising from the investments so that
the sum may accumulate hy way of
compound interest towards the final ex-
linction of the debt.

The object of the sinking fund is to even-
tually extinguish the debt. The purchase
of seeurities and debentures contemplated
by the Act is, therefore, for the purpose
of extingnishing and in due course pay-

ing off the debf, and not for the purpose
of inercacing the u  Jegal
nuibble and no juggling with words ean
enable any lawyer in the world fo advise
that the sinking fund moneys can he used
for the purpose of incieasing the debt.
The Minister for Works: Suppose
there were bonds for sale, could they not

purchase them?

Mr. ROBINSON: They eannot do so.
They might jugele with the matter in
same way but they cannot honestly, with-
in the meaning of the statute, take up any
loan that might well do other than ex-
tingnish the debt of the country. If they
take up loans or bonds which are going
to inerease the debt of the country, I say
they will be doing an illegal act and T
say lhey ean be restrained by His Ma-
jesty’s High Court from proceeding, if
any ratepayer chooses to interfere.

The Minister for Works:
wanting free advice.

Mr, ROBINSON: I am not giving
free advice. If the AMinister wants free
advice on the subject he had hetter em-
rlov a eompetent person to give it to him,
- The Minister for Works: TIf there was
a new loan on the market and we had the

Anle 1
i,  did

[ was not
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money to spare, could they not take it
up if they wished?

3 r. ROBINSOXN: The purposes of the
Aet show that no amount of quibbling
or jugzling with words will alter the
position, as I have stated. If the fund
is used for the purpose of extending the
indebtedness of the country it is illegal.
1£ it ts used for the purpese of exting-
uishing the debt of the country it is
legal. We can only extinguish the debt
of the country by huying our old bonds
and old segurities, The words used
throughout the statute are always deben-
tures or seeurities.  They could not be
called securities if they are not in ex-
istence now. The Premier said that he is
using the sinking fund and would invest
it in new stoek, instend of old stock. He
would thereby increasz the indebiedness
of the country, and would reguire lo
alter the Statute before he could do that.
He would have to bring down a 1Bill to
alter this Inseribed Stock Act before lLe
could de such a thing.

Mr. George: Would that not be a
breach of faith?

Mr. RORINSON: That tone not only
goes {hrough the General Loan and In-
seribed Stock Act of 1910, but it is in the
old Inseribed Stock Aet of 1897.  See-
lion 9 says—

The truslees appointed under this
Act shall invest the sums appropriated
for the formation of a sinking fund in
[mperial or Colonial Government se-
curities at their diseretion. and shall
from lime to {ime in like manner invest
the dividends and income of such in-
vestmenfs so that the same may accu-
mulate by way of compound interest
and be applied to the redemption of
the stock.

The one Act talks about the extinetion of
the debt and the other talks ahout the re-
demrtion of stock. No one in the wide
world ean ennvince me, or any other
reasonable person, that by purchasing
new stock we are going to extinguish the
debt. As a matter of fact we are going
to increase it. I defy the Premier to
fiout the law. He may juggle with the
laws hut he cannot flont them. I under-
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stand there ave three trustees in the old
eountry free altogether from political in-
fluence. T do not see how these men are
going te be a party to this sort of thing.

Hon. J. D, Connolly:  Arve thuse trus-
tees in the old country; are not two of
tlem out liere?

Mr, ROBINSON: | mnderstand that
Mr. Goschen is one anld that the Agent
Ciencral is another. T understand that if
snell 4 proceeding is ecarried ont by the
Colonial Treasuver, it must he enfirely
outside the scope of th's Statute. May
T say that nun one in Western Australia
Lhas done move injury to the eredit of
this country than the IPremier when he
has given forth to the world that that
wlieh we have prided owrselves wpon for
s0 many vears, namely the keeping of -
sinking fund for the redemption of our
dehts, he is going to demolish.

The Minister for Lands: e has not
said that.

My, ROBINSON:
will read his words.

He has said so. T

The Minister for Lands: Fe bas said
nothing of the sort. )

Mr. ROBINSON:
words again—

T will vead Dhis
All that | suegest is that the trus-
tees who confrol the sinking fund
should invest this vear's quota in new
stock instead of old stock, thereby in-
creasing the debt of the country.
The Minister for Lands: Is that de-
molishing the sinking fund?

Mr. ROBINSON: Yes, certainly. Let
ug take it in round figures. Suppose

the debt of the countryv is 30 millims and
our sinking fund for this vear is €258 000.
1f we used that sinking fund in purchas-
ing old stock we are decreasing the deht
of the country by a quarter of a million
and probably more. If, on the other
hand. we purchase £260,000 worth of
new stock the debt of the country will be
£3,268,000.

The Minister. for Works:
sarily.

*r, ROBINSON: Tf the country
wanis to borrow more money and in-
crease its indebtedness. by all means let

Not neces-
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it borrow, but lei it do the business in a
legitimate and proper manner.
The Minister for Works:
that increase the indebtedness?

Mr. ROBINSON: Let them inerease
the indebtedness if they want to, but let
it be done by legitimate means.

The Minister for \VWorks: And the
trustees have no power to purchase?

Mr. ROBINSON: Let them borrow
in a legitimate fashion but lel them not
horrow by subterfuge, but let-them noi
borrow in a deceitful fashion. Let (hem
not Lorrow by telling the public that
they are not borrowing, while at the same
lime they are doing so.

Will not

The Minigler for Lands: You know

von are talking nonseuse.

My, ROBINSON: No one knows bef-
ter than ile hon. gentleman that what 1
am saying is very sober truth.

Hon, R, H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : There is a good deal of piffle
in it.

Mr. ROBINSON: What was said the
ofher night when the hon, wmetnber for
Irwin (Mr. Jas. Gardiner) interjected—
“For the sinkine fund vou are going tc
vive then sufficient bonds”? The Pre-
mier replied, “Yes, and that will make
that amount available as n new loan’
The hon. gentleman opposite interject:
that it i nonsense when I say it is
wiong. Let it go forth to the publie thal
the men who are ruling the country say
that sane business melhods are nonsense
True, they have ealled sane busines:
methods nonsense for fowr years, anc
that is whv the country is in the parti
cular state that it is in to-day. That i
why some of our friends opposite ac
like iackals. and do not desire that a ma:
should he heard.

Mr. Taylor: Why offend all and sun
drv?

Mr. ROBINSON: Of course there am
exceplions.

Mr. Willmott: There are some hyenas

Mr, ROBINSON: There are some ver
natable exceplions. Let me turn fo an
other and more pleasing aspect of th
affnirs of the country, T have just ha
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the privilege of fravelling through a
large area of our lands outhack.

Mr. McDowall: You were with a pie-
nic parly of the Minister for Lands.

Mr. ROBINSON: No, I was not,

Mr. McDowall: I thought it was the
| ienie of the Minister for Lands,

Alr, ROBINSON: I was in the com-
pany for some time of the Minister for
L.ands, aud I found, when talking to him
sanely, that he did not talk nonsense,
neither do I think that he thought I was
talking nonsense. Whilst we were there
we were all very much impressed, at
least I was, with the possibilities of
Waeslern Australia in a way that we were
never impressed before. I saw thousands
of acres of crop that would do anybody's
heart good to see. I have heard the sug-
cestion come from others than myself
and I am not making it as original, but
| desire to endorse it, that the Govern-
ment should send an excursion traim to
our agricultural aveas, say to Merredin,
Goomalling.

Alr, Thomson: And Katanning.

Mr. ROBINSON: And Katanning and
anywhere that the crops are as we see
them there, and it will serve as an ex-
ample to the people in Perth as to what
van bhe done in the counfry. Let the ex-
cursion fares be cheap, say, 10s. return,
or whatever small amount the Minister
for Railways can do it at, in order that
the people may bave a look at the coun-
try. It will give fresh heart to the peo-
I'le in these had times, and T eommend the
suggestions to the Minister for Railways.
T have nof heard from the Government
side that they are going to help keep the
pollard and bran in this country. T have
sai this many times before, that when
we deal with wheat here we shonld nat
send it to the outside world as wheat and
subsequently import the same article in
the altered form of bran and pollard,
but we should mill our wheat here and en-
courage our flour millers so that we may
keep Lhe offal within the State for our
farmers. I suggest that we should keep
all the offal in the country and that we
should have mills dotted about Western
Australia in order that the offal may be
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supplied at a cheaper rate than it is
supplied {o-day.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Why do not millers
take this up?

Yr. ROBINSON: The millers do all
they can possibly do at the present time,
handicapped as they are by the inecubus
which hangs over them, which interferes
sn much with {heir progress.

ITon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): Why did they not do that
hefore there was an incubus?

Mr. O'Loghlen: What do you suggest
for gristing?

¥r. ROBINSON: T would keep the
(‘ommittee here all night if I went into
all these questions, If the hon. member
will read my speeeh in Hansard on the
Address-n-reply last year, he will find
the information he desires.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: State Flour Mills.
T supyose,

AMr. ROBINSON: How could the Gov-
ernment run State flour mills?  They
would bungle them just as mueh as they
have bungled the Stale steamships. They
have no more idea of controlling Stale
flour mills than they have of {urning
out brieks.

Hen. R. H. Underwood
Yinister) interjected.

Mr. ROBINSON: I never asked the
[Tonorary Minister to do that. He never
iloes anything., T.et him shifi sand. T
have another suggeslion to moske to the
Crovernment.

e, (VLoghlen: Tf it is not better than
the last one you had befter not go on
with il.

Mr. ROBINSON: T will keep it for
the infelligent members of the Hovse. 1
think memhers on the Government side
should welenme sngeestions, whether they
are pood or bad, from this side of the
House. Any lhard hits that T may have
maide this evening

Alr. O’Loghlen: Hard hits?

My, ROBINSON: T am sorry for the
lack of inlelligence displaved bv the hon.
member and T will withdraw my refer-
ence to intellizence on 1he opposite side
of the House. T desire to discuss the
muestion of ferries. The Minister for
ferries is not in this House, but I have
had the pleasure of interviewing hira. I

(Honorary
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remember full well, in the days when I
was electioneering, it was said on behalf
of ithe Government, and by members of
the Government, too, “Why, look at the
fervies!  We have made £2,000 profit
(his year on the ferries.” I was business-
like and, as supporters of the Govern-
ment said, ridieulous enongh to challenge
those figures. I said that neither interest,
sinking {und, nor maintenance had been
tuken into account, and tbat ihe £2,000
profit would wither away, when it was
opposed to the strong forces of such
fuctors as I have mentioned. The other
lay, when I was interviewing the Colo-
nial Sceretary in eonnection with the
Soullr Perth ferries, the hon. gentleman
lad no money to do this, and no money
to do that, and no money to do the other.
1 said, “Why, you made some £2,000 pro-
fit last year.” He said, *That was not
a balance sheet profit. That did not take
info considerafion interest and sinking
fund.” I replied, “During the election
[ said the same thing, and I was not be-
lieved except by my constituents. That
is the reason why I am in Parhament. I
am glad vou admit it.” The Colonial
Sceretary said, “Anyhow, it is true.
There is not the profit in the ferries that
is estimated, when interest and eharges
are placed against the profit.” We
learned from the Colonial Secretary that
the Queen-street ferry was being ran at
a loss of £500 per annum, and the Min-
ister intimated thaf he proposed te drop
that service. He also fold us that the
(Como ferry service was not a paying
eoncern. 1 can readily understand it.
Everything depends upon management.
[ have no doubi—and I will give the
(Fovernment the credit for this—that if
cerfain Ministers of the Crown were
placed in charge of some of the trading
concerns, it is quite possible that they
might make a financial success of those
concerns.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): I do not think you could
make a sueccess of a hen-laying compeli-
tion.

Mr. ROBINSON: But many sueh nu-
derlakings as the ferries bave mot had
what T eall a fair show. They are not
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managed on what I call business lines.
The ferry service, for instance, was sad-
dled with the incubus of a ship which was
unsuited for the purpose. That boat
was copied from one of the vessels run-
ning in Sydney harbeur, which had a
comparatively deep draught, say, 7ft. or
10ft.,, with two decks and a lot of top
hamper. But the expert designer at this
end, who probably knew nothing more
about ships than about anything else, eut
off 5ft. from underneath and left all the
top hamper, with the result that the ship
of his design draws abent 3ft. The con-
sequence 15 that when the winds blow she
Arifts away, and there is no controlling
her. Seven or eight thounsand = pounds
has gone there. I do not know whether
the Government propose to deepen the
ship or to eut off the top hamper, but she
cannot fly. I thiok she ought to be placed
in commission with the “Western Aus-
tralin.” She is somewhat of a similar
character. Now T would suggest—and
here is my practieal suggestion—that the
ferries should be handed over to the
South Perth council, who have a number
of hard-headed business men among
them, and who will look after that ferry
service and make a paying coneern of
it.

Mr. O'Loghlen: This speech should be
reprinted at eleetion time for eirculation
in South Perth.

Mr, ROBINSON: The papers never
reprint any speeches of the member for
Forrest (Mr., O’Loghlen), I notice. They
have not come to that yet.

Mr, O'Loghlen: I should be sorry to
spend as much as you spend, at any rale,

Mr. ROBINSON: I think the sugees-
lian T have offered is a practical one. Iis
ndoption would result in the bringing in
of a certain amount of money to the Gov-
ernment, and in velieving them of a lul
of worry. .

Mr. O’'Loghlen: It is worth playing to
the South Perth Conneil a bit for a few
voles.

Mr, ROBINSON: Let the hon. mem-
ber make a few more interjections of the
same kind, then. I was pleased to hear
the Premier start his Budget speech by
saying thai the key-note of it was econ-
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omy. 1 hope, therefore, that when rea-
sonahle suggestions come along from this
or even from the other side of the Cham-
her, in connection with details of the Es-
timales, those suggestions will not be con-
sidereid on purely party lines

My, Thomas: On what lines are you
speaking ?

Yr. ROBINSON: Bul will be con-
sidered on rensonable lines, with the idea
of conserving the money of the country
at the present time.

Alr. Taylor: How does that tally with
your previous stalements?

Mr. ROBINSON: The hon. member
inlerjecling will perhaps have an oppor-
funity of addressing the Committee to-
morrow on this sabject, when I shall be
delighled to listen to him. T feel that
unless such a tone as I have suggested
pervades this House there will not be
very much ceonomy. 1 feel that, if Gov-
ernment members persist in saving that
these Iistimates are going through this
House, that they, the Government mnem-
hers, are coing to bully Lhe Estimates
{hrough

Mr. Thomas: Who said fhat?

Mr. RORTNSON: There will he no
economy. On the other hand, T appeal
to Minislers to allow each item as il
comes along to be diseussed dispassion-
atelv. Tf items ean be reduced, let us
reduce them. My reason for making that
sugeestion is that, despite the fact that
we are at present in a worse state finan-
cially than we were last year, the general
expenditure is larger. As a Minister has
sald, the same thing applies throughont
the Empire. The cause of that, T sup-
pose, is that expenses have inereased all
round, We have to recognise that; but,
at the same time, if there is an item
which we ean do without at present, we
should do without it. T speak in no
party spirit when T say .that we ecould
have done without the purchase of thai
State steamer for £140,000. The expen-
diture on that steamer was unwarranted,
and was unneeessary. That steamer is
something which, if a private person
went in for it, I would call a luxury.
The eondition of this country at the pre-
sent time is not such as to allow of our
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indulging in luxuries. If we can do
without any particular thing let us do
without it.

Fon. TFrank Wilson: That steamer is
a sneculation, a gamble.

Mr. ROBINSON: As my leader says,
the steamer is a gamble. The finaneing
of the transaction shows that the steamer
is of that categorv. T am quite prepared,
on the lines I have sugeested, to offer
from time to Llime hona-fide crilicisms,
with the idea of helping in the discussion
of some of thesc items, and I hope my
eriticisms will he accepted in the spirit
in whieh I propose to make them.

Mr, WILLVOTT (Nelson) {10.253]: 1
do not propose to take up much of the
time of the Flouse, as the member for Trwin
(Mr. James Gardiner) has very exactly
expressed my opinions regarding the
finances of the State. Never in the history
of Western Australia has there been a
lime when rigid economy was more ur-
gently required. Hon. members may well
hesitate bhefore suggesting additional ex-
penditvre T mvealf hnve zrave doubis as
to whether there has been a sufficiently
earnesl alfempt at true economy. We
have heard .the indictment of tfhe Iast
speaker, and we must all agree with him
that there is a grave element of doubt as
to the necessity of some of the porchases
which the Government have made. and as
to the advisability of some of the enter-
prises on which thevy have cmbarked.
However, the matter has been fhoroughly
thrashed out, and no doubt more will he
heard of it in the near futurc. I do net
intend to dwell upon that aspect of the
finaneces.

Mr. O'Loghlen: fiive us a bhit about the
State sawmills.

Mr. WILLMOTT: The State sawmills
nt the present time are, T regret fo sav.
like the Premier or like Ar. Micawber,
waiting for something to turn up. That
is the position of the Premier to-day,
and T am sorry to say it is also the posi-
tion of the Government.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Are not the Stafe saw-
mills in a better position than the privale
mills?

The Minister for Lands: Was it a mis-
take to establish the State sawmills?
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Alr. WILLMOTT: It was a mistake to
establish them on such elabgrate lines.
It was a mistake to put such a huge
amount of capilal into them., So much
wmoney has been sunk in them that I very
much doubt if we will ever see it back.

The Minister for Tands: Tell us ex-
aetly what you would have done.

Mr. WILLALOTT : Personally, I would
have allowed private enterprise lo go into
the forests. 1 would have charged a
royalty sufficient to make it worth fhe
Government’s while to let private enter-
prise work the forests.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The foresis lLave been
lying there for decades waiting For pn-
vate enterprise to work them,

Mr. WILLMOTT; DPrivate enlerprise
was not allowed to work them, hecanse
previous Governmenis—not only the Gov-
ernment in power to-day bui other Gov-
ernments too, [ am sorry fo say—would
not allow private enterprise to work lhose
forests. That course should have been
adopted.

Mr. O’Loghlen: The last Liberal Gov-
ernment never refused an application for
forest couniry, and did notl get one applhi-
cation for these karri forests.

My, WILLMOTDT : Where is the money
coming from? That is the question which
is iroubling ms all at the present time.
For my part, T can see no golden lining
to the clonds, and indeed I cannot see
even a silver lining, What with the war
and the had seasons, it seems to me that
Weslern Australia is right np against it.
We have handed over nearly evervthing
to the Commonwealth. The Common-
wealth have absolulely skinned us. 8o
far as revenue producers are concerned,
the Commonwealth have everything.
What chance, then, have we at the pre-
senf time? The revenue producing chan-
nels remaining to us as a Siaie arve in-
finitesimal eompared with the sums of
money we require for the proper devel-
opment of our couniry, Therefore, no-
thing is lefi to us but to borrow; and at
the present time we cannet even da that.

Mr. Foley: It would be a good job if
we conld never do it again.

Mr., WILLMOTT: T regref that any
member of the Committee can express
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such views. Has all necessary econowy
been exercised in the past? 1 am afraid
not, in many cases; and I will take——

Mr. George: The powellising plang.

Mr. WILLMOTT : Not the powellising
plant, but T will go back to the purchase
of the Perth trams. The trams have al-
ways been a sore point wilh me. Debeu-
tures should have been given for theumn,
and not cash.

The Minister for Lands: 1f debentures
would be accepted.

Mr. WILLMOTT: “Never part wiil
cash wlhen debentures can iake its place”’
is a golden rule. Sufficient cure was not
exercised when the eontraet for purchase
was drawn up. The use of that delusive
word “may,” instead of “shall)” perhaps
was the reason, So far as I can gather,
it was intended that the payments shoulil
be in the form of debentures, bnt when
the agreement was drawn up, instead of
saying “debentures shall be given,” we
said “debentures may be given” In my
opinion it would have been hetter il (he
State, instead of entering into ecomjieti-

tive trading concerns, had spent the
money, shall we say, in a vigorous
scheme of waler conservalion. I that

mongy, or a portion of i, had heen
spent in a scheme of water conservation
for irrigation, a vast scheme wonld have
been the result,

The Mibister for Lands: Where wonlil
yon spend it?

Mr, WILLMOQTT: Tn the glovioas
South-West, God’s own country, and |
am sorry to see that on fhe map which
we have on the wall of this Chamber
there is not a bit of blue or red covering
any portion of the Sonth-West, The
Minister who grasps this quesiion of
water conservation and irrigation will
leave his name indelibly impressed on the
seroll of fame. Now for a word of
warning. We have heard something from
several members regarding the sinking
fund. The sinking fund should on no ac-
count he inferfered with, because by doing
so we should be jeouardising the whole
finanecial position of the State. Finance
is sensifive; there is nothing more =o.
Shall we compare it with the temperature
of a fevered patient? The least excite-
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ment affects it detrimentally. T would
say that no sinking fund is neceszary or
desirable for further loans, if oblainable
say during the war, but we must not do
what T understood the Premier. in his re-
marks to say he intended to do. T think
that would be most unwise.

The Minister for Mines: What advan-
tage would it be to float a loan during
the war without n sinking fund?

My, WILMOTT : The advantage is that
we would not have to provide for sinking
fund, and it is a wonder to me that that
was not palpable to the Minister. Tis
lack of business acumen is lruly marvel-
lous,

The Minister for Mines: Don’t you
display your ignorance about sinking
funds ; get back to South-West ques-
tions.

Mr. WILLMOTT : In times of stress,
in my opinion, there should not be
political strife, but at the same time
are we going to sit here like a lot of
dummies and not voice our opinions
at all?

Mr. Foley: You have always gone
on as long as your wind has lasted.

Mr. WILLMOTT : It is not because
I have a particular affection for those
who are occupying the Government
benches, but is simply beecause the
money market is so sensitive that it is
likely to be seriously aflected at the
prescnt time. by any form of political
upheaval, that if I and my supporters,
by oceupying those benches opposite
could benefit the State as a whole and
the South-West in particular, we would
not lesitate in assuming the positions
which are now held by my friends.

The Minister for Mines: We have
heard that for years past.

Mr. WILLMOTT: But it has never
been heeded.

Mr. O’Loghien : This Government hes
spent more money in the South-West
than any other Govemmentihas ever
done. . NN
«Mr. WILLMOTT : Yes, but in what
direction * < The Government have ad-
vocated that economy should be observed
by private citizens®as well as by the
Government, but in" giving that advice
they should remember that example is

[N
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better than precept. It is no good
preaching what those who give the
advice do not themselves practise. That
should be borne in mind, and it should
also be rememberd that although the
Premier may be able to borrow a little
money in the Eastern States, and we
all hope that he will, we do not know
how long this war is going to last.
Therefore, we really must exercise
economy. I mentioned the other day
one direction in which economy might
be effected, but I was taken to task
for doing so. But when the Estimates
are being dealt with item by item, if
we come across any particular item
that should be struck ount, I will not
hesitate to move in that direction. T
trust thet we chell not have a repetition
of the steamer buying. It seems to me
that to spend £140,000 on a vessel with
an engine which even to-day is in the
experimental stage was nothing less
than a crime.

Mr. THOMAS (Bunbury) [10-37]:
One is led to believe in the ecaslicr siozas
of this debate that a complete absence
of party feeling would prevail, and
that as hon. members addressed them-
selves to this subject it would be with
the object of being helpiul to those
who are administering the affairs of the
country at the present time. It was
expected that suggestions for the better
managemént of the country would be
offered and that they would be accepted
in the spirit in which they were offered,
and that altogether the debate on the
Estimates might prove of some value
to the State. But although those pious
hopes were expressed by members of
the Opposition we find that the old party
spirit has broken out again.

Mr. Robinson : What about the
purchese of the '* Kangaroo *’ ?

Mr. THOMAS: The hon. member
seems to have a limited knowledge of
that proposed purchase. When he was
discussing it he was offering opinions
which show.d that he was not in touch
with the subject.

Mr. Allen: 8Should not the House
know what is going on ?
Mr. THOMAS: One of the faults

I have to find with the existing system



1172

of Government is that it is government
by a few and that the majority do not
have the opportunity of utilising their
brains to the extent they should do.
It becomes an easy matter to take a
Government or a Treasurer or an in-
dividual Minister to task and make bald
assertions about the maladministration,
and then go on to belabour the Govern-
ment and the party for not having
done things that might have been
done. That sort of criticism falls glibly
from all our tongues. I is the least
intellsctual of all our efforts, but the
one thing I regret in the matter of this
discourse is that those who profess to
understand high finance like the member
for Canning, those who have a profound
knowledge of the most intricate mazes
of high finance like my friend, if they
would devote themselves to offering
some suggestion to the Government
whereby they might do better—

Mr. Thomson :
accept those suggestions ?

Mr. THOMAS : If they did not you
would have a legitimate grievance.

Mr. Robinson: They will not give
us an opportunity of discussing it.

Mr. THOMAS: The hon. member
had a fair opportunity for about an
hour this ovening, in the course of which
I failed to observe a single suggestion
&3 to how we might economise.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What do you
propose about the South Perth ferries ?

Mr. THOMAS: I do not propose to
become so parochial as to deal with
the detailed affoirs of South Terth.
My oxistenco in politics does not depend
upon tho vote of two or three or half-a-
dozen, and during my speech I do not
intend to talk about my constituency
at all. There is a time when we should
try to take a bird's-eye wview of the
position of Western Australia. We owe
at least some duty to this country, and
it is up to us to forget our party bicker-
ings and seo if we have not a suggestion
sornewhere which wiil be of benefit to
the country. To take again the self-
professed authority on high finance :
In dealing with this question of the
sinking fund the hon. member, with a
peguliar kind of logic, says that if we

But would they -
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uge our sinking fund to purchase old
stock we are reducing the country’s
indebtedness, but if we use the sinking
fund to purchase new stock we are
increasing that indebtedness. I would
like some hon. member to eclucidate
that problem for me.

Mr. Robinson: If you cannot under-
stand that, you should take no further
part in polities,

Mr. THOMAS : I like the hon. gontle-
man’s assurance. He has laid down
the proposition several times this evening
and said ** I think that, and consequently
the Government are wrong if they do
not agree with me.” If I cannot quite
understand the hon. member in that
line of reasoning in regard to the sinking
fund, I think it is possible that I am in
company with a number of other mem-
bers in this House, ordinary intelligent
individuals. In regard to this matter
of invosting the sinking fund, if wo
purchase old stocks for which we are
paying from 3} per cent. to 4 peor cont.
interest and go on the London money
matket to.day and horrow money on
which we will heve to pay 5 per cent.
or 5% poer cont, would it pay us better to
invest oub £250,000 in old stocks or pay
us better to save the interest on that
smount of money on our new stoclks ?

Mr. Robinson : That is not the ques-
tion at all. ’

Mr. THOMAS :
the question.

Mr. Robinson: That is anothor gues
tion.

Mr. THOMAS : These suthorities on
high finance would have us invest our
money to bring in 3% per cent.

Mr. Robinson: Yoo can buy the
stocks to-day at such & rate that you
would be making 7 per cent.

Mr. THOMAS : 1 do not know that.

Mr Robinson: You should know it.

Mr. TBOMAS: T shink it is sclf-
ovident that the trustees are serving
the best interests of reducing the national
debt, because whether they buy a new
stock or an old one thoy aro stiil buying
stock and still keeping down the national
debt by precisely the amount thoy
invest in either direction, and if we
can make a difference in saving from I

That is the crux of
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per c¢ent. to 1} per cent. it seems to me
rather & good investmmont. 1 do not
know that hon. members were justified
in asserting that thc Premier is going
to exercise some authority and compel
the trustees in the bank to do as they
may be desired.
Mr. George: He cannot do it.

Mr. THOMAS: I acecept the hon
gentleman’s legal opinion that he could
not do so, and [ presume he would not
ettompt to do so; bot if any resson-
able argument can be adduced to show
that he would be carrying out the spirit
and the intention of the Act, and at
the same time benefiting Western Aus-
tralia, why should it not be done?
The member for Nelson (Mr. Willmott)
said that rigid economy was necessary.
Of course, it is necessary. Did anybody
ever dispute it ? Why repeat the sug-
gestion. It has been repeatod here a
hundred times. But why not tell us
how a more effective cconomy can be
applied. No suggestion at all is given,
but merely a warning that the Govern-

ment mnst not do any mors of Lhew
things. We got no valuable suggestion

as to what can be done. The member
for West Perth (AMr. Allon) interjectod
that members should be more ofton con-
sulted upen the administration gener-
ally. I replied that 1 agreed with that.
I repeat the statement. The existing
systemn of Parliomentary Government
amounts to this. Tho country is
managed by five or six Ministers, and
the rest of us are occasionally con-
sulted. Aembers express their opinions
and the matter is quite forgotten. 1t
seomns to me that whils the country is
paying 50 of us—true but a very
modest  salary—members of Parlisment
might very well be utilised to better
purpose than thoy arc at the present
time. Without any roflection on tho
Government I can safely say that many
measures pass  through the House
which would be improved by a more
careful and matured judgment oxpressed
by members. [ think we should adopt
some system of commmittees in .general,
which I understend is adopted in the
British TParliament, so that while cer-
tain legislation is going on, other mea-
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measures could be receiving expert
inquiry and criticism. Then when they
come before the House for final accopt-
ance valuable information would be
forthcoming which would bring us to
a sounder conclusion.

Mr. Allen: Thoy have a committee
like that in municipal government.

Mr. THOMAS : We might well learn
something from a muniecipal council.
I do not profess to understand the
English Parliamentary system but it
seoms to me that there also they have
& system of Perliamncntery Under Sec-
retarics. There can be no question,
whether the Clovermment in power be
Liberal or Labour, that Ministers are
over-worked. Ministers in Western Aus-
tralia, and probably in other States of
the Commonwealth as well, are expected
to do three times &s much as it is
humanly possible for themn to accomplish,
and in endeavouring to carry out their
tasks to the best of human ability, they
may make mistakes. 1 do not suggest
that the Government oxists, or aver will
exist, that will not make mistskes,
but when mistakes do ocecur they are
often due to the fact that Ministers have
not the time and opportunity to give
proper attention to the details of ed-
ministration.

Mr. Smith : We asked them to hand
over the water supply and sewerage to

a board and the Minister would not
agree.
Mr. THOMAS: 1 do not see the

necessity for that., The hon. member
must reomember that the Labour party
have always been in favour of au pub-
lic works committee, and that all
expenditure exceeding £20,000 should
first receive the approval of such a com.-
mittee. 1 have been a strong advocate
of it but, curiously enougl, weo find
that as the proposal is so enthusiastically
advoecated by the hon. mamber, it has
been equally cnthusiastically turned
down by members of his own perty. It
is & pecnlizr thing that in Western Aus
tralia the Liberal party object to a stand-
ing Parlinmentory committee on this
question, while the Liberal party in
the Federal Porliament advocated it.
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Mr. Allen: Why ' DBecause of the
extra cost incurred.

Mr. THOMAS: I suppose such a

committee would consist of about five
members.

Mr. Smith: At large salaries.

Mr. THOMAS: Yes, at munificent
salaries, a salary for which, humble
citizen that I happen to be, I would not
accept the job—two guineas a day
for the chairman and one guinea for
the members when gitting. The hon.
members says it would be too great an
expense to appoint such a body to deal
with the loan expenditure of thrce
millions of money per annum.

Hon. J. D. Comnolly: What good
would they do ?

Mr. THOMAS: I the hon. membel
for Perth has uch a poor estimate of
his own ability, he has no right to occupy
a seat in Parliament. I assume that
such a commrittee would be appointed
from both -ides of the House. The
50 members comprising this Chamber
have been elected, wiscly or otherwise,
by the people and it is only reasonable
to assume that they are the best the
State can produce, and I do not think
members are wise in Dbelittling their
own status and ability. If they do
not think they have the ability possessed
by men outside Parliament, thoy ought
to resign and give place to better men.
Ab the cost of a few hundreds of pounds
per annum every public work to be
embarked upon could be inquired into
by a committee of this Parliament ;
with ample time and opportunity to
obtain all the evidence reguired, and
ingtead of that being an cxpense to the
State it would prove a very great economy
indeed.

Mr. Allen : Very doubtful.

Mr. THOMAS : If, as seems evident,
Ministers are overworked, why should
not some members, without extra re-
muneration, be utilised as under secre-
taries, or under studies, if hon. members
like, to go to their assistance, take
over mino- duties and give their un-
divided attention to them. If that were
done, does not it appeal to hon. members
that better administration could be
secured in the management of many
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of the eoncerns which our State has in
hand to-day ! Whether it be wise or
not, this Btate has committed i self to a
system of State enterprises and I do not
think I am far wrong when I eay that
a mejority of the people of the country
approve of it.- I do not say it is im-
possible to embark on some that are
not necessary or wise, and 1 do not
swy the present Government, or any
other Government, will not make mis.
takes, but along that path, properly
directed, L believe lies the future pros-
perity of Western Australia, because
we are saving for the advantage of the
people profits which would otherwise
go into the pockets of private individuals,
In the way 1 have suggested, it seems to
me it is possible to still further utilise
the broins of Parliament. It is a waste
of money and intelligence to have 45
members in the House who indulge in
Httle else than idle criticismy of the
Government in general, and one another
in particular, when they might be better
engaged in aother directions. Further,
than that, it has seemed to me that one
of the chief causes of extravagance in
Western Australia is an ever growing
civil service, or a Government service
which does not seem to increase very
much in efficiency as years go on. There
always seems to me to be a difficulty
in getting, the service the Covernment
require for the income they have at
their disposal. 1 suppose that swums
up the position because, if they could
make the one do for the oth'r, we would
not have a deficit. It seemis to me there
is romething lacking in connection with
those employed by the Government
that does not induce them to give all
the service that the State could desire.
I do not wish to cast any reflection
upon that body of men. I dare say
many of them are very fine iellows and
some of them possibly might be seat
warmers, but I say that in the Govern-
ment service there is not sufficient in-
centive to excrbion. I am told by those
employed in the service that very often,
whethér onc works hard or not at all,
promotion seems to come along at
ashout the same rate and it is pretty slow
at the best. I read some time ago of
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an  American concern. having some
thousands of employees, which has
adopted a system that from the office
boy who had just joined to sweep floors,
to the highest official in the service
there is open to all an opportunity
by which they can privately make
suggestions to a board quite outside their
immediate superior officer or any of
the officers, for the improvement of the
concern in which they are employed.

Mr. Smith: That is private enter-
prise.

Mr. THOMAS: What is good for
private enterprise could he made good
for CGovernment enterprise.

Mr. Allen: They would not adopt it.

Mr. THOMAS : Tf the employees of
that firm make suggestions, the sugges-
tions are carefully considered by the
experts appointed for this work and
if any suggestion is of value it is adopted
and the individusl is remunerated accord-
ing to the value of his suggestion.

Mr. Thomson: That ought to be
applied to the Government.

Mr. THOMAS : In the railway sorvice
of this State thore are about 7,000
men employed. At the present time
there are probably 100 officers doing all
the thinking, while the remaining 6,900
men are just carrying ouf the tasks
allotted to them. We sometimes have
complaints that the railways do not
make the profit that they should male,
and that the efficiency does not reach as
high & standard as is expected. Suppose
instead of o dozen or 100 people thinking
out questions in regard to mansgement
of the railways, we have 7,000 jnen,
and every inan is an expert in something
no matter how trivial it may be—for
no man can work in a service for any
time without getting a special know-
ledge of something—sce what an enor-
mous benefit that would confer upon
the system.

Mr. Smith :
man rpecially.

Mr. THOMAS: 1 would. 1 would
provide &an incentive to excrtion for
every man and boy in the service. I
would have 7,000 brains every day
thinking out methods for the better
control and management of the Western

You would reward s

1175

Australian railways. Iwould remunerate
them generously wherever intelligence
and effort were displayed. What would
be the r sult ?  We would probably have
the most excellently managed and most
expeditiously run railways possible in
the whole world. Why should we not
do it? Why should there not be
openings for ambition, no matter what the
road may be ? Why should we not have
dangling before the eyes of boys and
young men in the service the prospect of
promotion from the cday that they join
to the day they leave? We are here
to get all we can out of life, and to do
good at the same time for others. I
would have a different spirit prevailing
in the Government service generally. It
was stated that in Napoleon's ammy
every soldier had a marshal’s baton
in his knapsack. Why should not. in-
tegrity and effort be rewarded by offers
of promotion ? Let every man in the
Government service know that we want
brains, ability, and integrity, and that
if he applies these characteristics, no
mattor whalb pusition he may hold, there
will be a still higher position for him
to reach. When we ge’ the best man
for a job let this man be given his
oppertunity. We shall thus (ind the
spirit of emulation and ambition spring-
ing up amongst the people that will
make the Government service more
successiul and better than any p ivate
service we could find in the world.

Mr. Smith: That is contrary to
trades’ hall teaching.

Mr. Mungie: It
accordance with it.

AMr. B. J. Stubbs : How do you know
anything about trades’ hall teaching ¥

Mr. Smith: I read the Worker ; in
fact T print the Worker.

Mr. THOMAS: ‘When the member
for Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell) was
speaking, he rated the Govermment for
having received so many millions per
annum in revenue more than any previous
Liberal Administration had received.
He said it was rank, gross, and criminal
extravagance that they were spending
that money and still had & deficit. To
any persons outside Parliament alto-
gether, and not in touch with the daily

is absolutely in
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Press or with the views of Parliament,
no doubt that argument would appeal
effectively. They would say naturally

that under the Liberal Government they
“only had three millions of revenue, bnt
that to-day, under a Labour Government,
they have five millions of revenue, and
that consequently the Labour Govern-
ment are squandering two millions per
annum. While any person unacquainted
with the conditions of Parliament might
say that, is it fair for a responsible
politician like the hon. member to put
a statement o that kind before Par-
liament, in the hope that it will be
spread broadcast throughout the § ate ?
He knows that for every million of
money we spend it does not necessarily
mean that we are bringing in more
nett_revenue. When we build railways
we spend millions possibly and not all
the gross revenue which comes in is
profit. We may spend five millions,
and increase our revenue by only a
quarter of a million, or whatever the
case may be. DBut, in addition, there
are wages, interest on the money, sinking
fund, and so on, and there might be no
profit whatever. While we may have
an increase in revenue of two millions
more than any previous Administration,
the cost of getting that two millions may
be egual to the two wmillions itself.
Why, therefore, try to lead the people
to helieve that we are actually squander-
ing this enormous sumn of money?
In my opinion the present Premier was
not altogether wise when he decided
to treat everything as revenue, and
show on the corresponding side of the
ledger everything ™ as expenditure. U
he adopted the system of only taking the
profits on these various concerns operated
on by the State, it would then appear
that we would be getting a small revenue,
which is really what the revenue is,
because the five millions is really =
fictitious revenue, as most of it is spent
in order to get that revenue. If he had
adopted a system which would have
been plainer to the people there would
have been fewer misunderstandings and
less criticism. A great deal has been
said about the deficit which it is anti-
cipated Western Australin is going to
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have this year, in the face of the con-
ditions which are prevailng during this
stressful time all over the world, and
in Western Australia no less than any
other place. I honestly think that,
apart irom being & supporter of the
Labour Government, if the Treasurer can
go through this year with a deficit
of only £250,000, he will have performed
a very good year's work. He will have
done very well indeed in & time like
this, if there is no greater deficit than
that, T am told that while we anticipate
& deficit of something like a quarter
of a million, Victoria anticipates a
deficit of a million and a quarter. But
no one ever seetns to think, while a
Liberal! Government is doing that, there
is anything wrong attached to it.

Mr. Munsie : They had over a million
deficit last finencial year.

The Minister for Mines: South Aus.
tralia closed the year with a deficit of
nearly hali a million.

Mr. THOMAS : Let us be perfectly
honest, fair and just, in onr eriticism,
irrespective of the party to which we
belong. These other States are older
than Western Australia and they had
a longer time to consolidate their finan-
cial position, and get their affairs put
under better administration, but for
all that, they have enormous delicits.
Is it fair or just for the hon. member to
point the finger of scorn at the Western
Australian Government, which are show-
ing better resuits than anyone.

Mr. Gilchrise : Has Victoria an
accumulated deficit ?

Mr* THOMAS : I do not think so.

Mr. Smith : What is the deficit per
head of the population ?

Mr. THOMAS: The hon. member
for North Perth (Mr. Smith) seems
te have a list of interjections which he
is firing off whether the place suits the
interjection or not.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Ts
comparison ?

Mr. THOMAS: T say that the com-
parison is distinctly in our favour.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Look at our
sparse population.

Mr. THOMAS: I have not a great
deal to add. Because 1 have tried to

Victoria a fair
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msake a general defence of the position
of the Government,tbecause]l regret that
ungenerous criticism ¥should at a time
like the present be hurled across the
floor of the Chamber—instead of helpful,
suggestive, ¢reative criticism being offered
wo get nothing but the carping, fsult-
finding variety—IL do not go so far as
to say that the Government might not
exercise a greater degree of economy
than they are exercising to-day. I am
not going to claim for the present or for
any other Government that they are
perfection, that they are the absolute
acmeo of achievement in that direction.
But I most sincerely trust, and I believe
too, that where criticism is offered in
the right spirit, where the olive branch
is held out, where an hon. member
puts an idea befors the Committee in
the way that one member should submit
it t0 another, there is no need for bitter-
ness or recrimination or unpleasant
reflections.

Mr. Smith: There is no bitterness
on this side of the House.

dir. THUMAS: The hon. member
cannot deny that some of the remarks
which came from a spesker on the
Opposition side this evening were any-
thing but flattering—a lot of bald asscr-
tions against and reflections upon the
Government, without any evidence in
support. I honestly believe that any
suggestionsYmade in the right spirit

will be received by the Governmont

in the same spirit and will be given every
possible consideration. I have never
observed any symptoms of swelled head
on the part of members of the Ministry.
If Ministers can get hold of a good idea
they will, I have no doubt, be quite
ready to utilise it irrespective of its
origin. With regard to one item in
poarticular, I have notions of economy
myself. I refer to the Agent Ceneral's
office. As to that institution T have
rather strong feelings—feelings 1 amn
almost alraid to express. On that office
we are speading from £9,000 to £10,000
per annum—TI have not the exact figures
on my tongue just now—to do work
which ¢ould be done just as efficicntly
for one-quarter of the expenditure. I
have casually glanced at the DBudget

figures relating to the Agent General's
office, and I observe £1,000 odd for
travelling and incidental expenses, and
a sum of £300 for entertainmont. I
wonder how many of the working people
of Western Austtalia, who pay the
major portion of the taxes, over get
anything out of the £300 spent annuslly
by the Agont Genersl in entertaining in
London. Again, T noticed an item of
£700 for & motor car, All these luxuries
are being indulged in while there are
peopie in Perth to-day starving.

Mr. O’Loghlen : Not starving.

Mr. THOMAS: Thers are many
people suffering who do not care to
make their circumstances public. I do
not say that the (fjovernment wonld stand
by and see sny man, woman, or child
suffer. Perhaps the word I used, “ starv-
ing,” represents an extreme statement
of the case ; but while we can provide
money for an Agent General in London
to procurs motor ecars, while we oan
furnish him with large sums for travelling
expenses and entertaining—

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : But there is nobody in this
country starving.

Mr. THOMAS: I withdraw that
statemment. It is perhaps extreme. How-
ever, there are many in Western Australia
right on the verge of want. Instead of
having an Agent Gencral's office, we
shounld have a general agent’s office run
on purely commercial lines. Are we,
as a State, in & position to maintain an
ornamental institution in London ?

The Minister for Works: It is & good
paying proposition for Western Aus
tralia. -

Mr. THOMAS: The Agent General’s
office nowadays represents nothing but
& convenient retiring ground for Premiers
who have grown tired of office in Western
Australia. I think we should send
Home a man to deal purely with the
business side of the question. Do not
let us trouble about the social part.
This young country is not out for so
much social distinction, or for wasting
monoy on people who can well afford to
spend money on themselves. We can
make a better use in Western Australia
of the money that is being spent in
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London to-day. I trust that when the
debate on items referring to the Agent
General's offico comes along—I know the
opinion of the Committes is strong on
this point—that they will be dwelt
upon. I trust, further, that when the
voice of the Committée has been heard
affirming that economy should be exor.
cised in this connection, and also in
some others, Ministers will listen and
will accept the judgment of hon. members
and take the responsibility, or let the
whole Committee take the responsibility,
of doing what is best for Western Aus-
tralia. I believe that economy is practic-
able. I even believe it is possible that
we might do with a few less motor cars
than we have in Western Australia.
Tn my opinion, we have not yet reached
the stage of realising that we must
rely on ourselves a great deal more then
we are doing to-day. A tendency to
lean on the Government has grown up
in the people of Australia, and especially
in the peopls of Western Australia,
until we have reached this stage, that
no matter what section of the community
is concerned, it seems a question of who
can howl tho loudest for the most aid
from the Government. And so it goes
on until the country gets beyond its
means. I think the time has arrived
when we may justly and legitimately
profit by the ovidence which is abroad
to-day, and realise that the old spirit
of extravagance in the individual and
in the 8tate must come to an end
Times are not the sane as they were, and
they are not likely to be in the future
what they have becn in the past. If
we can only profit by the lesson that is
offered to us, by the dreadful times
through which we are now passing, it
will be & great henefit to ns in the future.
The sufferings of to-day will be amply
repaid in the times to come, and when
prosperity returns to this grand young
country it will he on a more solid and
permanent basis, and we shall be able to
build more securely than in the past.
Progress veported.

House adjourned at 11-18 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at
+.30 p.m., and read prayers,

PAPERS PRESENTED
Electric Power ITouse, Fast Perth,
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central): T desire to lay
on the Table of the House, in aceordance
with the resolulion earried on the 23rd
inst., 1234 files in connection with the
elecirie light and power station. In sub-
mitting these papers, 1 would like to read
{o hon, members a lefter which I received
from the Commissioner of Railways—
Further to my letter of the 9ih inst.
adedressed to the Hon. Mr. Scaddan, in
accordance with the motion which was
carried last week in the Legislaiive
Conneil, T am to-day forwarding all
contracts, ngreements, correspondenece,
“amnd papers relating to the East Perth
power house contrack, and the supply
of electric current therefrom. As pre-
viously pointed vut, the most serious in-
ronvenience will be ocensioned it these
papers are awayv from the Department
for any length of time, as they are in
dailv use, and I would specially re-
quest that those deanling with (he sup-
Ply of enrrent to suburhan districts be
held for a few days at most, as negolia-
tions are in hand. and agreemenis in
course of preparvaiion, and the work
will he absolntely at a standstill so long
as the liles are out of my possession.
T move—
That the Papers o lie on the Table
of the House,
Question passed.



